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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S1

(6:37 p.m.)2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Good evening, ladies and3

gentlemen. This is a public hearing of the Zoning Commission of4

the District of Columbia, Thursday, April 18, 2002. My name is5

Carol Mitten.6

Joining me this evening are Vice Chairman Anthony7

Hood, Commissioners Peter May and James Hannaham. Expect to be8

joined shortly by Commissioner John Parsons. The subject of this9

evening's hearing is ZC Case No. 01-36C.10

This is a request from the D.C. Office of the Chief11

Technology Officer for a consolidated review and approval of a12

map amendment and planned unit development under Chapters 30 and13

24 of the District of Columbia Zoning Regulations 11 DCMR for a14

property known as Lot 1 in Square S5868.15

Notice of today's hearing was published in the D.C.16

Register on March 1, 2002, and in the Washington Times on17

February 26, 2002. This hearing will be conducted in accordance18

with the provisions of 11 DCMR Section 3022 which are the19

procedures for contested cases.20

Copies of today's hearing announcement are21

available to you and are located to the door at the rear.22

The order of procedure this evening will be as23

follows. We'll take preliminary matters first, followed by the24

applicant's case, the report of the Office of Planning, reports25
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of other agencies, report of the affected ANC, parties and1

persons in support, parties and persons in opposition, and then2

rebuttal by the applicant.3

The following time constraints will be maintained4

in this hearing. We are suggesting that the applicant take one5

hour and parties will have 15 minutes, organizations will have6

five minutes, individuals will have three minutes.7

The Commission intends to adhere to the time limits8

as strictly as possible in order to hear the case in a reasonable9

amount of time. The Commission reserves the right to change the10

time limits for presentations if necessary and notes that no time11

may be seeded.12

All persons appearing before the Commission are to13

fill out two witness cards. These cards are located on the table14

near the door. Upon coming forward to speak to the Commission,15

please give both cards to the reporter sitting to our right.16

The decision of the Commission in this case must be17

based exclusively on the public record. To avoid any appearance18

to the contrary, the Commission request that persons present not19

engaged the members of the Commission in conversation during any20

recess or at any other time.21

The staff will be available throughout the hearing22

to discuss any procedural questions. Please turn off all beepers23

and cell phones at this time so as not to disrupt these24

proceedings.25
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At this time the Commission will consider any1

preliminary matters. Mr. Bastida, do we have any preliminary2

matters this evening?3

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Yes, Madam Chairman. The staff4

has two preliminary matters. The first preliminary matter is5

request for the waiver of the rules of the posting. The site was6

posted only 19 days prior to the hearing rather than the 40 days.7

The staff believes that the community was well8

aware of the proposal and will note the damage to waive the9

required posting to the community to be aware of the proposal.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: So we had the two other forms11

of notice were given in a timely manner?12

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Yes. The other two were done13

in a timely manner but the applicant had contacted the community14

and the ANC way back in January so the community was not unaware15

that this proposal would be forthcoming.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Is there any17

objection from the ANC for this since they are the only parties18

in this case? Any objection to waiving the rules regarding the19

posting? Would you like to come forward if you have an20

objection? All right. Thank you.21

Any objection? Is there any objection from the22

Commission? Okay. By consensus then we'll waive the rule23

regarding posting.24

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Thank you, Madam Chairman. The25
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other preliminary matter is the applicant has provided the1

maintenance of posting and that requirement has been fulfilled.2

That concludes the preliminary matters that the staff had.3

As a note, we would like to point out that there4

are no requests for party status. Only the ANCs will be parties5

to this occasion if you so choose.6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. I would like just7

for clarification's sake since we have two ANCs that have taken8

an interest, we have ANC-8A which has jurisdiction because of the9

location of the project, and then ANC-8C which is proximate.10

I am going to ask my fellow commissioners if they11

would entertain granting party status to ANC-8C and see if there12

is any objection from the applicant. No objection from the13

applicant.14

Any objection to granting party status to ANC-8C in15

this case? Okay. So then without objection ANC-8C will have the16

same status as ANC-8A which has jurisdiction because of the17

location of the project.18

Now I believe we have two requests for postponement19

from the ANC-8A and the ANC-8C. We'll take a brief statement20

from anyone representing ANC-8A or 8C on the subject of the21

request for postponement and any modification you might want to22

make to the request. Anybody from the ANC?23

MS. GLOVER: Good afternoon.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We need you to take a seat at25
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the table. I'm sorry. You'll have to bring up your cards for1

the reporter if you don't have them already. Please give them to2

her. Take a seat and there's a button on the middle of the base3

of the microphone that you need to turn on before you speak.4

When you begin, please identify yourself for the record.5

MS. GLOVER: Good afternoon. My name is Dianne6

Glover and I am the chairperson for 8A. At present the project7

in question is in the jurisdiction of 8A. Of course, that is our8

concern. I don't know because you said briefly so is this our9

actual testimony?10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: No. This just relates to the11

request that was provided for the record for the request for12

postponement of the hearing. I understand there has been some13

additional information shared with the ANCs and I didn't know you14

still maintained that you wanted a postponement or if you have15

withdrawn that request.16

MS. GLOVER: Well, no. I have not withdrawn17

anything. However, yes, I certainly have received additional18

information which is basically the findings and results19

environmentally that the other parties involved have taken. That20

is all a good thing. However, we still maintain, or I still21

maintain the same position about environmental hazards and such22

to our community. My position is the same.23

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Ms. Cuthbert.24

MS. CUTHBERT: Good evening. I'm Mary Cuthbert.25
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I'm the Chair for Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8C which is on1

the boundaries of this zoning issue.2

Most of the residents of 8C are concerned about the3

environmental issue. We still would like an independent study4

because of our concern regarding the ash located on that5

property. We still want to hold on having an independent study.6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. But the results of one7

independent study have been shared with you already. Is that8

correct?9

MS. CUTHBERT: We understand that. We clearly10

understand that but we want to have our own independent study11

because we are concerned about the safety once that project is12

developed.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Thank you. Now I'll14

hear from the applicant. Thank you.15

MS. CUTHBERT: Thank you.16

MS. GIORDANO: Good evening, Madam Chair, members17

of the Commission. Cynthia Giordano from Arnold and Porter law18

firm. With me is Nate Gross, also from Arnold and Porter19

representing the applicant this evening.20

We've submitted a written response. We don't think21

that a postponement is warranted. We are happy to hear concerns22

about the fly-ash from the public within the course of this23

hearing but we don't feel that there is a need for a24

postponement.25
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One study has been done. We are working with the1

District agencies that have responsibility for those issues. We2

will continue to be doing that but we don't see the relevancy to3

this zoning hearing4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Have you shared with the folks5

from the ANC what other agencies will be weighing in on the6

environmental concerns since it's typically not within the7

purview of the Zoning Commission to deal with those things?8

MR. GROSS: The letter that we sent to the9

commissioner on Monday in overview of the entire treatment of the10

fly-ash question indicated that the local environmental screening11

process has been done in all federal and local environmental12

reviews and requirements would be complied with. We didn't spell13

it out in detail what those are but there are independent14

procedures and laws governing that.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Thank you.16

Commissioners, we have two requests for a17

postponement before us. I would entertain a motion.18

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Madam Chair, before we ask19

for a motion, I would just if appropriate ask ANC if an20

independent study was going to be done, first of all, who was21

going to pay for it and how were they going to get it done.22

Personally I think what I have here in front of me23

is sufficient to move forward. I'm just curious if they had the24

mechanism or the way to make sure that somebody was going to pay25
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for an independent study.1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Would you like to bring them2

back up then?3

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Yes, if it's not a problem.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Could we have Ms. Glover and5

Ms. Cuthbert back up front, please.6

Did you hear Mr. Hood's question?7

MS. GLOVER: Yes, I did. I have been contacted and8

have been communicating with two companies. Nothing has been9

finalized. One of the factors that we're working with right now10

is a time frame. We are trying to get this study done pro bono.11

That takes a little more negotiating than writing a12

check so time is going to be a factor. We have put the wheels in13

motion for having this study taken care of. At present we could14

not say for a fact who is going to take care of it.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Did you have anything to add,16

Ms. Cuthbert?17

MS. CUTHBERT: One thing I want to add. We want to18

try to do it as quickly as possible because we realize -- we're19

not against the project but we're just against the safety factor.20

21

We would like to have an independent study as22

quickly as possible. That's what we're trying to solve now, how23

quick can they do it because we don't expect it to drag on for24

years. We want it done quickly and that is important to us to25
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have this done.1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Thank you. I would2

suggest to the Commission that we proceed this evening and then3

if we hear anything that gives us pause, and if we want to leave4

the record open to allow a fixed amount of time for such a study5

to enter the record, then we can do that if there is something6

that gives us pause that we hear this evening other than what is7

inconsistent with the findings of the studies.8

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I would agree, Madam Chair.9

Also I would just say that they can continue their process while10

we continue this process. I believe, what is provided to us is11

probably consistent and I'm sure they may have those findings12

hopefully in the same manner. I would make a motion that we -- I13

hate to say deny but deny the request for postponement from ANC-14

8C and 8A.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I'll second that. Any further16

discussion on the motion? Okay. The motion is to deny the17

request for postponement. All those in favor, please say aye.18

ALL: Aye.19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Those opposed, please say no.20

Mr. Bastida.21

SECRETARY BASTIDA: The staff would register the22

vote four to zero, Mr. Hood moving and Ms. Mitten second. Mr.23

Hannaham and Mr. May voting in the affirmative. Mr. Parsons not24

present and not voting.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. I think we're1

ready to move to the applicant's case. I ask you as best you can2

to stick within the hour time frame.3

MS. GIORDANO: Okay. I think maybe to facilitate4

that, I'm going to ask our first three witnesses to come forward.5

I wonder if we could move the vegetables. This isn't part of6

our presentation.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We were looking forward to you8

telling us what that was for.9

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Cynthia, have they filled out10

the witness cards?11

MS. GIORDANO: I believe so.12

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Provide them to the recorder.13

Thank you.14

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Bastida has just reminded15

me of a small detail which is we usually like to swear the16

witnesses in before they testify so all those planning to testify17

this evening, please rise to take the oath.18

(Whereupon, the witnesses were sworn.)19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Now we're ready.20

MS. GIORDANO: Thank you. Thanks for reminding us.21

Tonight we have an important city project at issue22

in this hearing. We are basically before the Zoning Commission23

because the property is unzoned. In all other respects in24

accordance with the zoning that we're requesting, the project25
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will confirm to matter of right standards.1

In order to delve right into the purpose of the2

project and the background on the project, I'm going to ask our3

first witness to start and I'm going to ask the remaining4

witnesses to identify themselves when it's their turn to speak so5

we can avoid the confusion of having to try and remember all the6

names and what roles they play.7

Our first witness is Ms. Suzanne Peck. She is the8

Chief Technology Officer for the District of Columbia.9

MS. PECK: Good evening. My name is Suzanne Peck.10

I'm the Chief Technology Officer for the District of Columbia.11

I'm very pleased to come before the Zoning Commission this12

evening as a proponent for the unified communication project.13

The mission of the Chief Technology Officer in the14

District of Columbia is to provide global technology services as15

efficiently and as state of the art as possible for the District16

of Columbia.17

Four years ago there was no technology in the18

District of Columbia. The opportunity that we have in technology19

is the opportunity to move in one fell swoop from worst to first20

and we are doing exactly that. We are coming from not having to21

drag any legacy technology at all to state of the art technology.22

The UCC is one example of that.23

Our intention, our focus, our purpose to equalize24

citizen and business services across the District of Columbia and25
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to create a city of access for the District of Columbia gives us1

motivation for the Unified Communication Center2

What is the UCC? The UCC is a state of the art3

communications center. I have, and I think you have, with you a4

quick graphic because the UCC as it organizes and focuses and5

creates singularities out of technologies that four years ago6

were bits and pieces and all over the District of Columbia.7

What we are doing at the UCC is taking all of the8

communications infrastructures of the city. The binary network9

of the city, the wireless communications of the city, mainframe10

communications, local area networks, traffic control systems, GIS11

control systems, all of those kinds of communications as well as12

all of the emergency and nonemergency public safety dispatch13

operations of the city and placing them in one very efficient,14

very together state of the art facility.15

What's in the UCC? All of the 911 and 311 city-16

wide call taking operations for public safety. The mayor's call17

center 727-1000 which is nonemergency citizen service call taking18

and tracking of services for which citizens ask.19

The Emergency Management Agency which historically20

in the city was really a special events agency but now absolutely21

is the nation's regional Emergency Management Agency for the22

kinds of events that occurred on 911 and that we still have a23

high risk expectation may occur again. The Emergency Management24

Agency now is at the Reeve Center. Before that it was at another25
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location.1

No location that historically EMA has been at is2

one that is the one necessary for it to combat the kinds of3

September 11th emergencies that we are anticipating will still4

happen.5

The UCC is such a place where the Emergency6

Management Agency, the mayor's command center, and all of the7

kinds of local, regional, and national communications we need to8

have for this city will be together in one place.9

What are the goals of the UCC? The UCC has10

everyday goals and then extraordinary circumstance goals. The11

everyday goals are to bring for the first consolidated time MPD12

and fire and emergency call taking operations together in a13

consolidated way into the same facility.14

Right now for the first time in District history we15

have those 911 and 311 operations physically together in Ward 116

at a center on McMillian Drive. They are physically together but17

the operations have not been consolidated.18

In the UCC, as we move to the UCC, those operations19

will actually be consolidated to one universal call taker who can20

handle either emergency police calls or emergency fire calls. We21

are moving very quickly up the ladder of state of the art in22

terms of emergency responsiveness.23

The laminate that you have before you shows just24

visually all of the many different kinds of communications25
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facilities that will be housed together at the unified1

communications functions. It will apply, as I said, because we2

don't have a lot of legacy systems to drag forward with us.3

It allows us -- this new enter allows us to put new4

technology without having to move from old technology to new5

technology. We didn't have any old technology. We go right to6

the new technology, right to best practices, and it actually7

cost us less because we don't have to move from one to the other.8

We discover best practices. We install those best9

practices. This is the generation that gets the advantage of10

having the Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and the District of11

Columbia, and we stand at best practices.12

Why the UCC? We are not the first to have UCC. In13

fact, the best practices of most major metropolitan areas is to14

have a Unified Communication Center and we are producing the same15

kinds of Unified Communication Centers that have already been16

best practice produced in cities like Chicago which has had a UCC17

since 1996; San Francisco whose UCC has been operational since18

the year 2000; Dallas whose UCC has been up and running since19

1999; in Baltimore 2000, in Atlanta in construction.20

Near to home, the Montgomery County, Maryland,21

facility is about to complete it's implementation of a Unified22

Command Center. Their command center will be somewhat smaller23

than the District's. It will have substantially fewer functions,24

consolidated functions, than the District. It will cost25
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substantially more than the District's will cost.1

The tangible results that we expect from the UCC,2

as I said, we also get an emergency response and we get those3

every day, and there are results that we get in true catastrophic4

situations and those we get only a slender number of times but we5

get them as we need them.6

The Agency will provide reduced response times for7

911 and 311 operations, increased citizen access to 727-1000, and8

increased employee retention. The Agency will provide common9

services citywide to all agencies occupying the UCC and to all10

the subscription services who are living inside the UCC.11

In closing, I would like to -- I'm sure many of you12

saw the Washington Post article that presumed that the District's13

Unified Communication Center was actively seeking a consolidation14

with FEMA operations, FEMA emergency operations. It was news to15

us. That article appeared on April 13th. On April 14th this16

correction appeared in the Post.17

"A headline in the April 13th Metro Section18

erroneously described separate District and federal plans for the19

St. Elizabeth's Hospital site in Southeast Washington as a joint20

project. The District plans to build a $100 million city command21

center at the site and is seeking federal assistance.22

The Federal Emergency Management Agency is23

independently evaluating the site for its own separate24

headquarters and a national operations center with the25
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encouragement of Congressional oversight committees."1

Thank you very much for allowing me to speak today.2

I would like to pass to the next speaker, my colleague in the3

Metropolitan Police Department, Executive Assistant Chief4

Terrence Gainer.5

MR. GAINER: Good evening, Chairperson. Thank you6

so much for giving us the opportunity. Chief Ramsey is in7

another community meeting and begs forgiveness for not being here8

because this is very important to the goals and objectives of the9

Metropolitan Police Department.10

I've been in law enforcement 34 years this month11

and I know there's two important things in the policing business,12

people and communications. We will never get substantially13

better as a police department delivering services to this14

community unless we improve our communications. Unless we take15

the giant steps like the center proposes, it's only going to be16

marginal increases as we try to work around the old equipment and17

processes we have.18

Let me give you just a quick example. Last evening19

while off duty my wife and I were over at the Lincoln Memorial.20

As we came down the steps, a woman fell and as she was going21

down, it was clear to me it was going to be a serious injury.22

She hit face down on the pavement, clearly started bleeding from23

the face, and immediately it looked to me like she broke her arm.24

My wife happens to be a nurse. All I had with me25
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was my portable phone. I went up and identified myself as a1

police officer. A couple of other people came up to the woman.2

I immediately dialed 911.3

Now, the people there then knew I was a law4

enforcement officer. This woman was bleeding. Her arm was5

dislocated. I dialed 911 and got the answer that too many people6

get, "All circuits are busy. Will you please stand by." As I7

sat on that phone waiting, people looking at me to do something,8

I waited and I waited and I waited.9

Now, I don't imagine it was much more than 10 or 1110

seconds but to the woman on the ground it seemed like an11

eternity. To the people expecting me to do something, it seemed12

like gross incompetence that I couldn't get someone.13

When they finally answered I told them who I was,14

Executive Assistant Chief Gainer. Here is the situation A 52-15

year-old woman bleeding from the head and nose. It looks like16

her arm is dislocated, they said what they were supposed to, "Let17

me transfer you to the fire operator." I was then transferred to18

the fire operator where I again made that appeal. They took the19

information and an ambulance eventually came.20

We can do substantially better with better21

equipment in a better place. Ten seconds, 12 seconds, 13 seconds22

is unacceptable to anybody who has ever called for the police or23

called for the fire and wanted some response. We need to reach24

for things almost beyond our grasp and we can't do it under the25
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current equipment we have.1

This center and this location will bring the help2

the people need so that either police or fire can get there3

quicker and the public will have greater expectations and4

response for us.5

Reduce time, reliability, efficiency, and some6

place where personnel who operate under tough conditions, for7

very low salaries I might add, would be able to do what they need8

to do but they need the right environment. Thank you very much.9

MR. THOMPSON: Madam Chair, my name is Adrian10

Thompson. I'm Assistant Fire Chief of Operations, D.C. Fire EMS.11

On the operation of UCC centers we agree with what Chief Gainer12

just said in terms of reducing call dispatch times and speed13

efficiency of getting calls dispatched which is paramount in14

terms of getting care to the public as they need it immediately.15

In the UCC center you have unified call takers. I16

have one call taker who will take a call for police or fire,17

whatever the emergency is, and just dispatch from that point on.18

Now they get a call from one side, have it relayed across the19

floor to the other side which makes like a time delay in terms of20

getting service to the public as a whole.21

A crossed-trained unified call taker can handle any22

call that comes along whether it be a fire emergency, EMS23

emergency, MPD emergency. Whatever emergency comes along they24

can handle it right there that instant without any time delay or25
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dispatch of equipment or personnel to the scene.1

It also allows our people to also get some down2

time. Call takers have a very high burnout rate in terms of3

being overworked. A unified call taker must have a person at the4

table who can handle calls, all calls and another person takes a5

break rather than getting burned out from taking constant calls6

all the time. It allows that kind of flexibility to that kind of7

thing.8

We co-train and be co-locator with the other9

agencies, MPD, EMA, and fire. It's easier to access the10

resources you may need from EMA or MPD in terms of a hazardous11

materials incident, for instance, on the river, a water oil12

spill.13

They dispatch our fire boat and call EMA across the14

floor and say we need a resource Coast Guard and they can get the15

Coast Guard for us right away without time delay and calling16

across the city. Being co-located gives us an advantage.17

Thank you for your time.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.19

MR. JACKSON: Good evening. My name is Andrew20

Jackson. I am currently working as a stakeholder representing21

the Emergency Management Agency on the Unified Communication22

Center project task force. I am here representing Peter LaPort,23

the current Director of the Emergency Management Agency.24

I would like to first echo my colleagues who stated25
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earlier some of the advantages that the Unified Communications1

Center will provide to the District. I have worked as the Chief2

of the Emergency Operations Division in the Emergency Management3

Agency for the last two years. As you know, the Emergency4

Management Agency is located on the 8th floor of the Reeve Center5

at 2000 14th Street NW. It is violable to many things.6

First of all, it is a District building with7

commercial entities on the first floor with a two-story garage in8

the basement going down. Both are open to some extent but9

protected by our D.C. Protective Services. Being a prior10

military man I can tell you if someone wanted to take out that11

building, they could easily do so.12

What the Unified Communications Center would do for13

us is provide some protection better than what we have at the14

Reeve Center. We have built in the best sensors and things of15

that nature in our design of the new facility that will provide16

the Emergency Management Agency and the other public safety17

entities with the type of protection that should be afforded to18

the public safety cluster that services the District.19

As you know, the Emergency Management Agency will20

be located in the building on the second floor. It will be the21

first time we will have co-located in the same facility public22

safety communications along with the mayor's emergency management23

command center, a state-of-the-art center that is being built,24

coupled with the secure features of the building will provide us25
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with the capability to carry out our mission.1

Since the 11th of September the District has2

adopted a new District response plan. That response plan3

requires the type of facility that we are attempting to complete4

over at St. Elizabeth's in order to protect the citizens and5

visitors to this nation.6

The Emergency Management Agency has been designated7

by the COG, Council of Government, as the Regional Instant8

Command Center. With that designation comes area9

responsibilities, area responsibilities which include10

communications and coordination. The incident occurred yesterday11

or the day before yesterday when we had jumpers on the Woodrow12

Wilson Bridge.13

The Emergency Management Agency acting as the RICC,14

Regional Instant Command Center, notified all the outlying15

jurisdictions of that incident and were first to cause some16

police officers and other public safety entities to respond in a17

timely fashion.18

The UCC will be the RICC headquarters for the region and will19

provide us with the capability to continue to coordinate and20

communicate on behalf of the region.21

I think that with this responsibility to increase22

coordination on behalf of the region and our efforts to provide23

inneroperability, communications inneroperability, to readily24

notify persons that they are in harm's way and that a disaster or25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

25

some type of emergency is pending is critical. This facility1

will help us provide that type of notification and provide that2

type of service to the region.3

I thank you for this opportunity.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Jackson.5

MS. GIORDANO: Excuse me. At this point I wanted6

to pause and just ask the Commission before we play musical7

chairs and bring up another panel whether you wanted to ask8

questions of these witnesses or hold all the questions until the9

end.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Actually, it might be a good11

time maybe to stop the clock and ask some questions because there12

is a change in theme that will take place, I think. Then we'll13

see if the ANC has any questions as well.14

Any questions from the commissioners about the15

operation of the UCC and what it is intended to do? Mr.16

Hannaham.17

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Right. On September 11th18

last year I was sitting right here on this dias when we got the19

word. It was really a shame our inability to get really any20

information. Telephones didn't work. Cell phones didn't work.21

It was really a disaster. I think it's a good thing that you22

plan to do.23

I just wondered about the relationship to the24

federal part. One of the complaints that I heard after 911 was25
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that the feds didn't pass the word to the locals and to the1

states. Is there any coordination or any dotted line attached to2

this design that gets us to FEMA and the other federal and3

military command centers?4

MR. JACKSON: I think I can answer that, sir. That5

is the responsibility of the Emergency Management Agency acting6

as the RICC for this area, the Regional Instant Communication7

Center. We have communications capability with agencies on the8

federal side, local, and also with the military.9

Our primary need today is an analog telephone10

system called WAAS, Washington Area Alert System. It's a hotline11

between the Emergency Operation Center to about 68 agencies here12

in the outlying jurisdiction and also within the District both13

federal and other states, states being Maryland and Virginia.14

We also have the capability to communicate with the15

Secret Service with a hotline to the White House communications16

facility. We are constantly in communication with FEMA. We have17

a high frequency radios that we test two or three times a day to18

make sure we can contact FEMA headquarters and the third region19

headquarters in Philadelphia.20

We have an alert notification system that is21

accurate and it works consistently which gives us the capability22

to keystroke an entry and notify all the outlying jurisdictions23

with a message telling them whether or not we need mutual aid24

support or if they need to prepare for any impending danger or25
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disaster.1

We work frequently with the FBI. We have a hotline2

to the FBI's headquarters. As the RICC we will better provide3

communications to not only the Northern Virginia outlying4

jurisdictions but to the contiguous counties in the State of5

Maryland. We are working with them today to ensure that when we6

call, either over the WAAS system or the paging system that we7

have in the emergency life system, that we are able to notify the8

right entities.9

In some cases today we go directly to the EOCs,10

Emergency Operation Centers, and the Emergency Operation Centers11

are responsible for notifying other important officials but we12

are working to get our mayor with point-to-point communications13

to the governor of the State of Maryland, our mayor with point-14

to-point communications with the governor of the State of15

Virginia. Those are some of the projects we are taking on and16

will culminate here very shortly.17

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Just a quick follow-up.18

You mentioned security systems that are in place here which will19

be far superior to where you are on U Street. It seems to me as20

though this would be one of the prime target areas if anyone had21

negative ideas about targeting this city. The city is a target22

anyway and this will be a target in that target. I'm assuming23

the security is commensurate with the consolidation of all of24

this stuff.25
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MR. JACKSON: Let me assure you that is the case.1

In some cases overkill. Redundant systems will offset distance.2

Martin Luther King is better than 100 feet. We have planned to3

put sensors where they belong. We'll have lighting. We have4

intrusion devices, obstacles, etc., etc. I think we are5

prepared, or will be prepared, more so than we are today at the6

Reeve Center.7

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. Thank you.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Commissioner Hannaham, we are9

also going to go into that in some detail in the project overview10

section of the presentation.11

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. I didn't mean to12

jump ahead. Thanks.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. I would like the14

record to reflect that Commissioner Parsons has joined us now.15

Can I get you to turn off one of those microphones? Thank you.16

Any other questions from the commissioners?17

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Madam Chair, I just want to18

piggyback. I know Ms. Giordano said we were going to talk about19

it a little bit later but I don't want this panel to leave before20

I ask this question piggybacking on Mr. Hannaham's issue about21

the security being in one spot and being the target.22

I'm just curious have you thought about a backup23

plan which may be off site in other areas just in case? Maybe24

that will come up later but if somebody could answer.25
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MS. PECK: A very substantial part of what we are1

doing at the UCC is again historically providing for the first2

time in the District of Columbia both foreground and background3

capabilities on all of the functions that we are providing.4

There was a time when we had a single 911 emergency operation for5

fire and a single one for police but neither one had a backup6

facility.7

The first time we have had genuine backup8

facilities for 911 is in our current generation in which our9

foreground 911 activities are co-located at McMillian Drive and10

there are background operations in 300 Indiana Avenue.11

Our next generation, which is the UCC, the12

foreground state-of-the-art 911 operations will be at the UCC on13

St. Elizabeth's and our background operations will be also state-14

of-the-art backup operations that we will leave on McMillian15

drive which is our current foreground operation.16

Now, again, historically we weren't very17

sophisticated. We are now the nation's first logical first18

responder. I give you that example of 911 operations of us19

having to have both a state-of-the-art foreground and background20

operation.21

It is true now in EMA. There was an historical22

time when there was one EMA operation and no backup place for23

this. We go to UCC and UCC will become the foreground and the24

Reeve operation will remain in background activity. The25
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McMillian can remain in background activity for EMA.1

Every other kind of device and function we have at2

UCC will have for the first time in District history both the3

foreground location at UCC and some alternate location somewhere4

else in the city. That will be a first for us and I think very5

necessary.6

Not so much because we believe that the campus at7

St. Elizabeth's is going to be the first target, any target, or8

that we believe that any District target. Washington is so rich9

that probalistically a District target would be only an ancillary10

target or would have been in the way of some other target.11

Yet, our mission now as one of the nation's first12

responders is we must have for all of our basic communications13

infrastructure, activities because of our regional14

responsibilities, and because of our national responsibilities as15

well as our local municipal responsibilities we must have these16

backup capabilities for every one of these functions.17

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Ms. Peck, while you have18

the mic, I just wanted to ask you under the PUD application most19

of the time we look at public benefits. I realize the public20

benefits.21

I can see a lot of them straight before me but the22

immediate need in that specific area, there is another project in23

the city called Technology campus at McKinley which that is going24

branch out and really help out the area surrounding that campus.25
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MS. PECK: Yes.1

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: In your situation have you2

all worked with maybe the surrounding neighborhood and bringing3

it up to speed? As you said, we didn't have the technology four4

years ago but now we've got a big boom going. Have you started a5

dialogue with the surrounding area in bringing that area up into6

the technology and partnerships and the like?7

MS. PECK: I want to thank you for bringing up8

McKinley. I'm quite passionate about the work the District has9

done on McKinley in Ward 5 on the McKinley campus.10

The initial opportunity for McKinley was the11

restoration of the 2080 square foot beautifully Georgian facaded12

high school, historical 1895 high school, on the McKinley campus.13

The greater opportunity was to take the whole 24-14

acre campus surrounding that high school and use it as an15

educational facility for the entire neighborhood beginning with16

elementary school and ending with life-long learning and as an17

economic development opportunity for both traditional students18

and for life-long students.19

Very, very much that same kind of opportunity exist20

in Ward 8 at the UCC. Historically the industry of Ward 8 on the21

St. Elizabeth's campus and surrounding the St. Elizabeth's campus22

was social and health services and there were at least two23

generations of local social service and health occupations in the24

neighborhoods and on that campus that were routed in the St.25
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Elizabeth's campus and the St. Elizabeth's facility.1

Our dream for St. Elizabeth's, my dream for St.2

Elizabeth's, is that campus which was for several generations3

social service industry, will become high tech industry and using4

the UCC as a catalyst operation and all the high technology there5

at that center as a catalyst that we can take the surrounding6

neighborhoods and, again, put at the UCC what we are calling a7

university center.8

That is a center which has both an AA degree9

program, a baccalaureate program, and a life-long learning10

program, and especially programs as well for young adults in the11

community who can come into that 325 person center, that call12

taking and dispatch center, and who can learn those police, fire,13

and emergency medical occupations, but who can alongside of those14

have the training for technology occupations.15

They begin with the technology occupations of the16

UCC but they grow like flowers to the technology occupations of17

other enterprises that we would hope eventually would be part of18

what would be housed on that east campus of St. Elizabeth's.19

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Madam Chair, I just have20

two more quick questions. I guess Chief Gainer, who maybe can21

answer this one.22

Apparently the way I'm understanding this with the23

new site, I guess new equipment is coming, too. The old24

equipment is going to stay where it is or are you going to get25
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rid of it. At least, that's what I heard our of your1

presentation.2

MR. GAINER: Yes, sir.3

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. And Ms. Giordano, is4

someone going to come up and talk about environmental issues in5

the next panel?6

MS. GIORDANO: Yes.7

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Thank you.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any other questions from the9

Commissioners?10

Mr. May.11

COMMISSIONER MAY: I just have one very quick12

question clarifying the situation with FEMA. They are looking at13

the campus but elsewhere on the campus? I mean, it made it14

almost sound like they were looking at the same site that you15

are.16

MS. PECK: Mr. May, we genuinely have no -- we know17

that they had -- just because they are colleagues of us so we are18

generally aware of what they are doing. They were looking at a19

waterfront property that they abandoned. I would describe them20

as cruising for other reasonable and state-of-the-art properties.21

22

It was new knowledge to us that St. Elizabeth's was23

a particular interest to them and extraordinary new knowledge to24

us the characterization that somehow we were going to either be25
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co-locating on the campus or co-locating in the same building.1

We have not had a breath of conversation with FEMA. Our plans2

have nothing to do with FEMA. Our building design is complete.3

We couldn't pause our building design if we wanted to.4

Certainly as public safety colleagues, we would5

welcome them into the general environment in which we are. I6

think they could make an important contribution but we have no7

specific knowledge of any kind of their plans.8

COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you.9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any other questions from the10

Commission? Let me see if the ANC folks have anything.11

Ms. Cuthbert, Ms. Glover, any questions for this12

panel? You need to come forward.13

We need to get her a seat. Maybe just tuck in14

there on the end of the table. Thank you.15

MS. GLOVER: My question is to Ms. Peck. The16

question from Commissioner Hood was how are you reaching out to17

the environment of the community of Ward 8? As you sat there and18

explained how you are reaching out to Ward 8, we were trying to19

figure out what Ward 8 you're speaking of and how this facility20

will enhance our community.21

I would like for you to clarify that for us, the22

three Commissioners who are here, how is this facility is going23

to enhance our environment because we don't have a supermarket24

and I want to know when one is going to be there. I just want a25
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clarification.1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: She's going to respond now.2

MS. PECK: I think the enhancement that you can3

look for from this particular building as opposed to from a4

master plan of the entire -- the potential master plan5

redevelopment of an entire campus, which we are not prepared to6

speak to tonight which is really a responsibility of the Office7

of Planning, but of this particular building the enhancements8

that I think you can look forward to are those that are natural9

consequences of technology.10

And a very substantial amount of technology being11

available on the campus and requiring the kind of personnel who12

are technologically literate and very technologically capable to13

operate the kinds of technologies that we have.14

If I went down the list, for example, of a dozen15

kinds of technology that we are going to have on the campus,16

things like automatic call distributors and computer aided17

dispatch systems and radio systems and voice logging systems and18

LAN/WAN infrastructures there at the center, and physical19

security systems and traffic control systems and camera systems20

and incident management systems, all of those kinds of systems21

need very capable professionals to operate them.22

The function of the UCC is such that a local23

resident could come and begin at the center as -- I'll paint a24

picture for you -- could begin at the center as a call taker, as25
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a dispatcher, could rise up those ranks and could, while they are1

becoming very familiar with police and fire operations, hopefully2

be taking courses right on the center at a university center, at3

a place of education that would be established on the center.4

They could be participating in internships during5

school time, during summer vacations, and could because so much6

technology would be there, given the right combination of school7

work and work, work can, as all of us have, through OJT and8

through academic training take on those technology jobs. That's9

the easiest thing to say enhancement can be from the UCC.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Anything else, Ms. Cuthbert?11

MS. GLOVER: Thank you.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Any questions for13

Ms. Glover before the panel sits back? Okay.14

I don't want you to think our preoccupation with15

the folks that are coming after you is in anyway a lack of16

interest in the operation of the facility. It sounds like it is17

long overdue and we are looking forward to it. Thanks.18

Mr. Hannaham.19

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Just from the body20

language, I get the impression that your response to the last21

question from the Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner wasn't22

getting through. Could you be more specific about elements23

within that community?24

For instance, there's a Balou High School,25
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Anacostia High School nearby. You speak of degree programs or1

associate degree programs. UDC sounds like a logical candidate.2

How far along are you with respect to these particular3

interviews in that community?4

MS. PECK: Again, as with Commissioner Hood, I was5

go glad that he put together the activities that are going6

together at the McKinley Technology campus and at the UCC campus7

because, to me, although one is in Ward 8, one is in Ward 5, and8

one is in Ward 8, in my head they look exactly the same in this9

way; that when what surrounds you is technology and education,10

then the neighbors and residents in that area are naturally going11

to grow into those kinds of occupations.12

At St. Elizabeth's we are naturally surrounded.13

The neighbors and the residents were social service and health14

service. Then the neighborhoods naturally grew to that kind of15

occupation.16

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: More than just a natural17

kind of relationship would be necessary. You would have to do18

some legwork. You would have to do some handholding and talk to19

people. I'm just asking you what do you have in place with20

respect to plans to do those things?21

The people who represent the community who just22

preceded you gave me the indication that they don't have any23

appreciation for that as of now. This sounds good but it doesn't24

relate to them directly in terms of what their needs are, or as25
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they visualize their needs.1

MS. PECK: Let me tell you a few things that are2

there right now. We are taking interns right now from Balou High3

School to begin --4

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: That's what I was trying to5

get you to say. Be specific about what you are you doing and6

what are you planning to do in that community.7

MS. PECK: One is to take internships from the8

local communities. Balou High School is a very substantive9

feeder high school to its own neighborhood technology education10

programs. Also a feeder to the McKinley project. Both the Balou11

technology program, which is very substantive, and the McKinley12

program will be feeders to the UCC and those kinds of programs.13

A little later on in this discussion John Lecker is14

going to take you through literally a dozen of other kinds of15

things that the project intends to do for the neighborhood.16

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Could you say something17

further at this point about the associate degree programming that18

you mentioned?19

MS. PECK: Again, things are in a formative stage.20

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I understand. I21

understand.22

MS. PECK: We had been speaking -- I'll tell you23

where we are now. We have been speaking with Dr. Charlene24

Jarvis, the president of Southeastern University about the25
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potential and she is very eager about the potential of forming a1

district university consortium of a whole series of local2

colleges and universities where each of those colleges and3

universities would contribute to a post-secondary learning4

environment certainly on the McKinley campus, and we were very5

hopeful on another one on the UCC campus.6

About a month ago UDC, who really has the city's7

post-secondary education franchise, evidenced a very strong8

interest in themselves being the central consortium leader of9

that university consortium. For us it is a wonderful10

embarrassment of Rich's to have both UDC and Southeastern11

University eager to lead a post-secondary consortium on those12

campuses.13

Right now Southeastern has kind of laid back and14

said to UDC, "You be the lead." We are very pleased to have UDC15

be the lead and that's where we are now.16

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. Thank you.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Ms. Glover, do you have a18

question? Come on forward.19

MS. GLOVER: Thank you. I think it's very good20

that you would have any type program put in place for any of the21

youth in Southeast and for that we thank you, but Balou High22

School is not in 8A. I don't believe it's in 8C. That doesn't23

really excite us in terms of what it will do for 8A.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Did you have a question?25
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MS. GLOVER: The question is why not if that is a1

motive of yours get involved with the community leaders in 8A2

such as myself and Commissioner Cuthbert and get our opinion and3

advice. I haven't heard anyone say anything about how this4

transitional training is going to take place. How will that take5

place? You're going to provide training.6

As far as I know, you're going to bring your staff7

with you. Is there a certain allotment for the kids? And adults8

because there are plenty of unemployed adults over there as well.9

I don't understand. I don't have a clear understanding as to10

how this thing is going to progress.11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Ms. Peck, I think they want12

something that is much more targeted to the immediate community.13

Is there some response to that?14

MS. PECK: I think John Lecker, who is going to15

speak very shortly, can give you our most immediate responses.16

What I can say to you at a managerial level is that we have a17

real focus on the communities being involved and I'm using the18

catalyst of the UCC to forward the technology education of the19

youth in that immediate neighborhood.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Let me just say, Ms. Glover,21

when your opportunity comes to testify, if you would like to put22

forward an idea that they could respond to, I'm sure they would23

appreciate that.24

MS. GLOVER: Great. Thank you.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.1

MS. GIORDANO: Okay. At this time I would like to2

ask our next panel focusing on the specifics of the project to3

come forward. The presentation will begin with John Lecker.4

MR. LECKER: Good evening. My name is John Lecker5

and I'm the UCC program manager for the UCC project. Rather than6

talk about the project facts and the design criteria right here,7

I would like to come back to that and get to the community8

outreach activities so that I can speak a little bit to the9

questions raised regarding our efforts in terms of the outreach.10

This slide here demonstrates where we have been in11

the community. We started our outreach last September and it has12

continued every month and every week since then all the way up13

until a community contracting opportunities fair conducted on14

Tuesday.15

Through the outreach our goal has been to not only16

inform the folks about the project and its associated benefits17

but to also hear the community's concerns and desires. Our18

presentation to the community actually included a section about19

what we have heard and what we are actually doing. Some of those20

are related to economic development. Some of those are related21

to LSDBE opportunities. Some of those are related to reaching22

out to the youth.23

That was actually something that we heard from the24

community and that's how myself and Dr. Art Bridges, the25
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principal of Balou, actually got together. We have decided since1

Balou has a technology program to adopt Balou as a school and2

begin to obtain students from Balou and actually get them working3

on the UCC project.4

About a month ago we actually had two interns from5

Balou High School working on the project doing design review and6

putting their talents to good use on the project. We will7

continue to do and utilize the students in that capacity over the8

summer and possibly other universities as well over the summary9

in positions associated with architecture, information10

technology, and/or construction.11

This is something that I have accomplished on12

another project in Maryland where we actually had students from13

Maryland University Architects and Engineers actually come and14

work on the project and get real hands-on experience in that15

capacity. We intend to do the same thing on the unified16

communication center project.17

The input that we receive during our community18

outreach has been incorporated into our PUD package and the19

benefits. Some of those again we have already commenced working20

on, specifically the reaching out to the youth, as well as one of21

the concerns that we had heard was that the community is never22

made aware, or is made aware very late, of contracting23

opportunities and job opportunities related to the unified --24

related to any project that comes or is proposed in that25
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community.1

What we did is we actually reached out and had a2

community contracting fair long before any contracting3

opportunities are going to become available so that they become4

aware of the project, what kind of opportunities are going to be5

available, and the time frame.6

Let me briefly go back to the project facts so that7

I can highlight a few items. Of note on this sheet that I want8

to draw the Commission's attention to is two revisions to the9

project, a reduction in the building size. It was previously10

144,000 square feet. It is now 138,000 square feet. That was an11

adjustment in a programmatic reduction as well as a value12

engineering reduction in the overall space.13

The overall facility looks virtually identical to14

what it did before. As well as the reduction in size and15

personnel, there was also an associated reduction in the parking16

capacity from 282 to 260.17

Getting to a question that I believe Mr. Hood18

raised quite some time ago regarding all the eggs in one basket,19

I just want to highlight two particular features of the unified20

communication center. As Suzanne Peck mentioned, once the21

Unified Communication Center is complete we will have a fully22

functional secure and reliable 911 center, as well as a reliable23

backup 911 center on McMillian Drive at the public safety24

communication center.25
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The way the design is being implemented is that we1

will be able to simultaneously take calls at both locations if2

there is a peak in call volume, or we will be able to just turn3

over all the calls to the backup so we have that additional4

flexibility in the facility which I think addresses your concern5

regarding all the eggs in one basket.6

Let me just quickly touch upon the site selection7

process. We commenced the site selection process in April of8

1999 and we performed an extensive objective process including9

evaluation of over 30 District owned and non-District owned sites10

in the District of Columbia.11

Evaluation was based on some key criteria12

associated with a project like this. In particular, the proper13

acreage for the building surface parking and security setbacks,14

the location size of utilities, economic development and15

neighborhood revitalization opportunities, and economic16

development in general.17

The St. Elizabeth's campus, the east campus of St. Elizabeth's18

was selected as the preferred site based on these criteria.19

You also see a high-level project schedule that20

includes some milestone activities and milestone dates. To21

highlight here is the community outreach which was initiated back22

in September and, again, has continued on, as well as the urgency23

in obtaining zoning so that we can complete this important public24

safety initiative in December of 2003.25
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If I could just draw attention to the list of -- in1

addition to the 17 meetings with various associations, ANCs,2

groups, and civic associations, we also met with many of the key3

community leaders, some of which are here tonight, to talk to4

them about the UCC and what they would like to see in terms of5

benefits to their community. In general throughout our community6

outreach we witness support and general enthusiasm for the7

project and the benefits associated with it.8

I also want to just mention that our outreach up to9

zoning is not the end but merely the beginning to outreach that10

we are going to continue with throughout the project itself in11

terms of outreach to local small disadvantaged businesses and12

other outreach to the youth and other things that are raised by13

the community that we can incorporate.14

I talked briefly about the internship so I will15

continue on. I also talked about the opportunities fair which16

was conducted this past Tuesday where we had over 200 individuals17

show up for and to learn about opportunities associated with the18

Unified Communication Center.19

There was much enthusiasm, as you can appreciate,20

for a project of this size, the business opportunities that would21

present itself as a result of this project coming to that area.22

We had representatives of the general contractor23

there and the design built entity to take names and to talk about24

qualifications and personnel and, again, when and where the25
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opportunities will be available. We actually have a few folks1

here tonight who were at the job fair who will be able to talk2

about the benefits that they foresee as a result of the Unified3

Communication Center.4

Continuing on with the community outreach, we plan5

to develop with the community a community advisory counsel so6

that they can stay continually involved with the project. We7

would meet periodically with them and talk about the project,8

where it's going, any changes they would like to see occur, and9

continued work on the benefits that we have laid out in our PUD10

application.11

One of the things that we really heard in our12

community outreach effort was our ability to reach out to the13

local and small disadvantaged businesses in terms of14

apprenticeship programs and first hiring programs. All of those15

programs are in place and MOUs have been drafted between the16

District of Columbia and the design built entity. We would be17

happy to share those with the community as we engage upon and18

successfully implement this LSDBE initiative.19

We also plan to formulate some key community20

partnerships regarding the PUD benefits and I've listed just a21

few of the entities that we have begun conversations with and22

will continue with to develop partnerships regarding benefits as23

associated with the UCC project.24

Two of the main issues that we heard before our25
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outreach and as a result of our outreach was the environmental1

concerns associated with the fly-ash as well as the impact that2

the UCC would have on the existing mental health operations.3

Based upon the comments that we received from the4

community, we conducted an independent environmental assessment.5

This was not only required as part of our environmental impact6

screening form which is required in order to obtain permits, but7

also as a way to address the community's concerns.8

The results from the test, as you probably have9

seen, confirmed that the fly-ash is a nonhazardous material.10

This is consistent with the test results that Womada had11

conducted when they were proposing to construct the green line12

back in the mid-1990s.13

Let me just share with you quickly the results of14

the URS reported states. The ash waste when removed and disposed15

would not be classified as an RCRA hazardous waste for materials,16

pesticides, herbicides, volatile organic compounds, or semi-17

volatile organic compounds. It also mentions that the levels18

detected do not exceed the RBC for commercial soil.19

In addition to just taking the test and recording20

the results, we decided voluntarily and proactively to implement21

other mitigation means to address the community's concerns22

regarding the fly-ash. We plan to install air monitors, as well23

as to continually wet down the fly-ash so that it does not become24

airborne.25
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Although these procedures are not required given1

the fact that it is not hazardous, we have elected to take these2

additional procedures and to make them part of the contract as we3

move forward on the construction of the UCC.4

With regard to Mental Health and their operations,5

we consulted with the Mental Health from the initial inception of6

the UCC on the campus. We have submitted a letter from Marty7

Nisely, the Director of Mental Health, indicating that the UCC8

operations will have no impact on their current operations or9

their future planned operations. We feel like we have adequately10

addressed that concern as well. We have shared those letters11

with the ANCs.12

Again, to summarize our actions regarding the13

community concerns raised, the District has distributed the URS14

report and documentation from the Department of Mental Health to15

all the Commissioners.16

We have also shared that our environmental impact17

screening form has been approved which includes a detailed review18

by the Department of Health. We are committed to ongoing19

discussions with the community regarding their concerns with the20

fly-ash.21

Lastly, a specification is currently being22

developed and will be, again, made part of the contract with the23

general contractor regarding how to properly handle the fly-ash24

material.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.1

MS. GIORDANO: Our next presentation will include2

an overview of the project architecture.3

MR. GRAVES: Good evening. My name is Mark Graves.4

I represent the architectural engineering firm of DMJMH&N. We5

are the architects and engineers hired for this project, the UCC.6

I'm going to go through sort of some generalistic7

areas of use of the area of the site and then get further into8

the building and the design of the building as we formulated it9

as of today.10

As you all know, the project is located east of the11

river on the east campus of St. Elizabeth's. This is a diagram12

or a photograph showing you the extent of the eastern campus and13

basically what a small portion of the campus, this area down here14

to the left, the actual development site encompasses. It's a15

little less than six percent of just the east campus portion.16

The area that was considered for development as17

reviewed by the Office of Planning as well as OCTO as depicted18

here. There are a variety of miscellaneous structures shown.19

The Dorthea Dix building here, the Health and Human Services20

Building here.21

There is a historic horse barn in this location, or22

a stable in this location, a dry barn here, vehicle maintenance23

shed. You can see there are quite a lot of random vehicles and24

debris spread throughout the site. Four older cottages that have25
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been there for sometime.1

In terms of boundaries at the site, to the east2

lies the Suitland Parkway. To the north is Pommeroy Avenue here3

with these townhouses. To the west Martin Luther King. To the4

south the historic campus -- the remainder of the historic5

eastern campus.6

These are a few views depicting the site as it7

stands. This one in the center is a pretty good telling sign of8

the fly-ash area. There's really no landscape that can grow in9

that area whatsoever. The stable here, another shot of the10

stable, the horse barn over here, and the vehicle maintenance11

shed. This is a good example of the poor condition that the12

cottages are currently in in this location.13

Then on the good side, adjacent to us is a14

wonderful vernacular of classical architecture in the historic15

campus itself. We basically designed out building to use many of16

these historic features to remain within the context of the17

building and the campus to be a part of the campus.18

Such elements as the brick, the columns that are19

located here, the punched window openings, the coins on the20

corner of the building, the two and three story nature of these21

buildings are all elements that we included in our project as22

well.23

Even further, sometime back we had a review with24

the Commission on Fine Arts and J. Carter Brown himself was quite25
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pleased with the direction that the building was taking with1

regards to its context in relationship to St. Elizabeth's.2

As part of our initial study of the planning area,3

the development shown here, we needed to look at a variety of4

different scenarios for planning the UCC. We started that by5

dividing the potential development area into a series of parcels,6

approximately eight parcels in a sort of three to five-acre size.7

What that allowed us to do is with that in mind we8

were able to start looking at placing the building in all of9

these different locations. There are a whole series of key10

criteria that were important to us to determine what was the most11

appropriate location for the building within this development12

area.13

We had to look at such things as building massing,14

the parking requirements, site access, the natural topography,15

the view corridors in and out of the site. The existing16

structures were an issue. Obviously the fly-ash itself is a17

large environmental issue also.18

The aspects of security and where we put the19

building with regard to securing the facility. The cost impacts20

that would be driven by where we located the building as well as21

the schedule impacts. We had to look at the fact that we had22

employees in the health and human services building. That would23

require relocation if we were to look at that site.24

The Dorthea Dix building. If we were to look at25
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that site, it would require demolition of the building itself.1

We also needed to address the issues of the Office of Planning2

and the future development that was of great interest to them in3

that location. We worked quite closely with the Office of4

Planning and with the mental health group to determine what was5

the best and most appropriate location.6

Another one of the issues that we had to look at7

was as this is a communication center, there will be antennas8

located on the building so line of site was quite important for9

those antenna structures. These represent a few more of the10

sketches that we went through in terms of our analysis process.11

We finalized the analysis with a selection of a12

site at the northern most boundary of the development area. The13

advantages that this provided to us, No. 1, it provided the14

greatest flexibility for the future within this area for any15

commercial activities or other activities that may occur.16

It also does not infringe in any way upon the17

mental health operations. We basically pulled the site as far18

away as possible from any functioning buildings that are located19

here. The line of site alignments for antennas were perfect for20

the direction that was necessary.21

We also wanted to stay away from these historic22

structures to the greatest extent possible. Another aspect was23

looking at the future what types of connections would be provided24

to the western side of the campus.25
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We also looked at it from the standpoint of this is1

the entrance, the northern entrance to the western end of the2

campus, as well as there's a second entrance here to the western3

end of the campus. We felt that was important to provide a link4

between the two sides of the campus both when the UCC is designed5

and constructed and when the future development goes in.6

We also believed that as the culmination of this7

development zone, this would be basically the gateway to the8

historic campus and it would be provided by this landmark9

building. As Suzanne Peck said, it's a high-tech building but it10

is really presented in a classical fashion.11

This is a depiction of the site plan as we are12

moving forward with it now. The building massing of the13

individual structures is set up somewhat similar to the campus14

buildings themselves. The length of this particular structure15

here really matches the length of the buildings that exist out16

there now. The width of the building is very similar as well.17

There are a whole series of dormitory type18

structures out there and we were trying to stay within the19

context of their proportions and ratios and heights and the20

utilization of punched windows, the classic motifs, etc. I'll21

show that better when we look at some of the renderings of the22

building and the elevations.23

The parking area to the rear of the building was24

provided in this location to remove it somewhat from Martin25
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Luther King. We actually depressed it just slightly so that it1

would not be seen from Martin Luther King. Furthermore, it would2

not be seen from Suitland Parkway below.3

We have provided a heavily landscaped area4

throughout the campus. The line of threes that you see along the5

eastern side and here is basically a line of conifers that's been6

placed there to reduce any potential damaging views from the7

Suitland Parkway.8

Again, I mentioned to you that we had located the9

building entrances directly across from the entrances to the10

western campus. As you see here, we provide the primary entrance11

into the UCC project site where visitors would come through.12

They would then move through this area. This is a security booth13

here where staff could then separate from visitors and staff14

would park in the rear as we're showing here.15

We have included quite a lot of security features16

to the project. I know that's of concern to you. I have17

addressed some of them in the presentation. I would be happy to18

field questions about further ones as well.19

Another reason why the building was located in the20

area that it is is because of the good soil pressures that exist21

in this area which is not consistent throughout the site22

whatsoever because of the fly-ash material. The second one is to23

basically keep the building somewhat away from the fly-ash24

material. We are not really building it in that area. This is a25
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good solid ground foundation area from which to put our building.1

With regard to security, Colonel Jackson mentioned2

the 100-foot setbacks that we are providing in terms of a3

separation from Martin Luther King to the face of the building4

itself. That 100-foot setback also applies to the distance from5

the visitor's access point here to the building as well.6

As the call center is the most sensitive component7

of the building, it's been placed even further back behind. I8

will go through the organization of the plan in just a couple of9

minutes but wanted to mention these things to you.10

Currently there is a decorative fence that exist11

along Martin Luther King. It had some damage to it. We plan to12

refurbish it. It will still be utilized as part of the security13

fence. We also will have a security perimeter fence that goes14

around the entire complex itself.15

But in a means to provide an open building to the16

greatest extent possible, we are utilizing a variety of natural17

berms and ditches that you can barely see here. This is18

basically a heightened berm in this location here, a natural19

berm, but would be used to preclude any vehicles from crashing20

through the fence and running into the building.21

The ditch performs the same sort of function.22

We've utilized this type of a system in many foreign countries in23

our U.S. diplomatic posts and it works quite well.24

With regard to the building security itself, the25
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structure of the building is fully blasted resistant. We1

actually designed the building to GSA requirements for this type2

of building. We are meeting all of their criteria in terms of3

setbacks, distances away for child development centers, parking4

requirements, separations for visitors, the whole bit.5

Once you enter into the building -- let me step6

back one bit further. On the skin of the building beyond being a7

blast resistant building, all of the glazing on the first level8

is forced entry resistant, ballistic, and it also has a blast9

resistance rating to it as well. We are taking all measures10

possible to make sure that the staff members are safe from any11

potential damage.12

The entrances to the building, both the staff13

entrance and the visitor entrance, are provided with public14

access control systems which require badge identification,15

package inspection, walk-thru metal detectors as we're seeing in16

most of the District buildings now and, obviously, in most of our17

federal buildings throughout the United States.18

Some other elements that are provided, as John19

Lecker had mentioned, is a redundancy capability. We have full20

100 percent generator redundancy for this facility with diesel21

fuel storage. We have a water storage tank facility for the22

domestic water storage as well.23

The electrical gear has been designed for the best24

reliability in redundancy that we can obtain. Obviously that all25
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ties directly into having the backup facility at the PSCC at1

McMillian Drive as well. We are providing the best redundancy we2

can here in addition.3

There will also be a 24-hour guard force on duty.4

There is a security station for cameras. There will be a CC TVs5

throughout the facility. Colonel Jackson had mentioned that as6

well as all of the area will be well lit in the site area.7

Landscaping is obviously important. We are trying8

to maintain the existing vegetation that we believe to be strong9

parts of the historic component of the campus. There are some10

magnolias out there and we are trying to maintain as many of them11

as possible within the development.12

There is a series of oak trees that line Martin13

Luther King. We are going to maintain that again to the greatest14

extent possible. Where trees are dead we will replace them in15

like kind.16

We are providing obviously -- we are trying to17

maintain security views which is quite important so we cannot18

cover the site with landscaping but we are providing green19

coverage to the best areas that we can. As you can see, all of20

the fly-ash will be covered by the parking. Topsoil will be21

brought in to cover areas that will be planted as well so that we22

will have a green cover throughout.23

Another major issue dealing with the landscape and24

the site issues is traffic obviously. I'm sure that was one of25
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the concerns of the community. We've actually conducted a study1

which shows there are very minimal changes that would be required2

based on the quantity of vehicles that would come to the3

facility.4

There needs to be some minor adjustments to the5

signal. One at this location here and one further to the south6

at this location here. The bus stops will be maintained in front7

of the facility. One here adjacent to the northern entrance and8

one to the southern entrance. The Metro stops obviously exist to9

the north and south.10

The reason we have provided this long drive back11

here also is during shift change to be able to provide an area12

for queuing of vehicles so that the vehicles will be able to get13

off of Martin Luther King so they will not stack up on the road14

and create any congestion problems there.15

Finally, let me walk you through the building a16

bit. John Spoke about some of the functions of the building. We17

have the call center function itself which is located in this18

area of the building here on the first floor. It is a large19

volume space with a barrel vault roof housing the 911/311/727,20

etc.21

In front of it is the administrative wing which22

houses the administrative component of this consolidated public23

safety agency. The entire second floor will house the emergency24

management agency as well as some support spaces in the lower25
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level for their vehicles and other storage elements they have.1

The lower level also provides support facilities, the mechanical2

and electrical equipment, the communications equipment.3

I had mentioned that we had separate entrances for4

staff and visitors. The staff entrance is here so it is in a5

protected area after one goes through the security gate here.6

The visitor's entrance is located in appropriately this location7

here.8

The child development center, part of the UCC, is9

located here. We actually have two separate drop-off areas, one10

for the public coming from this location here, or people coming11

from outside of the UCC. Staff members wanting to drop their12

children off once they're coming on to duty can come through the13

security guard shack in this location and come down to a second14

entrance which is back here which will be behind the controlled15

security line.16

We also provided an outside playground for the17

children here which is also located behind the secure line in18

addition to that. One of the issues related to the project is19

the location of antennas. We have actually integrated the20

antennas into the architecture of the building. It was a21

recommendation that was provided to us by CFA.22

You have a perfect example of it two blocks up with23

the FBI field office how they have done a similar type of thing24

with the antennas that are out on the front faces of the25
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building. They have been integrated into the module of the1

building and the rhythm of the building. We've done something2

very similar.3

These are a few renderings of the project I wanted4

to show you. Again, here is the administrative wing here, the5

call center behind, and the child development center here. This6

is parking back here. Martin Luther King is located here.7

This is looking from the northbound lane of Martin8

Luther King, the administrative wing. The actual visitor's9

entrance to the building is here. Then from the southbound land10

here you would see the child development center here.11

Again, some of the characters that you've seen in12

the building at St. Elizabeth's are brought in to this, the pitch13

rooves, some of the dormers. The brick is very close to the14

matching bricks that are out there as well. The punched window15

opening is very similar.16

This shows you some of the elevations of the17

building. This is the south elevation of the building. The18

administrative wing here, the primary visitor entrance to the19

building here, EMA along the second floor all through here, and20

the call center beyond. This is a pavilion that provides the21

staff a covered entrance.22

This is the west elevation of the building seen23

from Martin Luther King. The similar type of rhythm that one can24

see in this type of a building for an administrative building.25
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These are actually open panels up in here. The antenna dishes1

will be located within those open panels so that they will be2

provided the appropriate look angle and they are integrated into3

the design of the rhythm of the building.4

This is the north elevation. The call center is5

right here. The administrative wing again. This is a covered6

arcade that moves from the UCC administration building to the7

child care center so staff can go under cover to see their8

children any time they need.9

Finally the east elevation of the building. This10

is the staff entrance, a very important entrance to the building.11

They have their own monumental entry, covered entry into the12

building.13

The floor plan. We'll just quickly go through the14

floor plan to just talk out some of the major components. In15

blue this is the call taking and dispatch floor areas. You can16

see it takes up a rather large volume of the building.17

The 24-hour support area. This includes a dining18

area, exercise area, lockers. There's even a sort of relaxation19

stress mediation room. It's a very stressful job for these20

people.21

This is the area that is set aside for the public.22

We have a large visitor center where we will have cameras set23

up. Media will be able to hook up their cameras directly to any24

briefings that occur here. We'll have actually podiums outside25
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for the media to be able to hook directly into from outside the1

building so they will not have to bring all their cameras inside.2

Finally, this is the administrative portion of the3

building. The first floor relates to the actual task functions4

of the call taking and dispatching component. The second floor I5

mentioned is EMA. The third floor is the administrative6

component of the agency itself.7

Finally, here are a couple of renderings or a8

couple of photo montages that we've put together from Suitland9

Parkway. You can see the building up through the trees just10

barely here.11

As I mentioned, we'll have a series of coniferous12

trees or alpine-type trees so this will actually be more13

shielded. Coming from the other direction on Suitland Parkway14

you can barely see the building which is located in this area15

here.16

That concludes my part of the talk.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.18

MS. GIORDANO: Before we move on, I just wanted to19

ask Mr. Graves to elaborate on how the siting of the building and20

the parking lot were directed by the objective of minimizing21

disturbance of the fly-ash.22

MR. GRAVES: As I mentioned, we pulled back the23

building to the west side of the campus as much as possible so24

that we're not going to be disturbing -- we're not going to be25
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putting the building in the fly-ash, nor will the day care center1

be anywhere near the fly-ash. Those are all in good areas of2

soil.3

We are actually going to be covering any bad area4

of the fly-ash itself as you can see by the parking lot. The5

fly-ash tends to be on the eastern end of the site itself, most6

of it. It actually is quite thick. That was originally a7

rolling hill that has now been changed pretty much into a8

plateau.9

MS. GIORDANO: Thank you. Our next witness is Mr.10

Gross. I think we are just about out of time so I'm going to ask11

him to just summarize very briefly. I think you have an outline12

of his points. Of, if the Commission would like to dispense with13

that part, I think we need to address the choice of the zoning on14

the property and some of the basic planning rationale for the15

zoning.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: If he could just take a few17

minutes to summarize and then if we have any additional18

questions, we'll follow up with that.19

MR. GROSS: That's fine. Thank you. I can20

summarize by stating that on pages 10 to 17 of our prehearing21

statement you have our written statement of the compliance with22

PUD regulations and the public project amenities.23

Many of those have been described and I think it is24

pretty clear that the way it's sited and the low density of the25
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site and the low traffic generation in relationship to the1

capacity of Martin Luther King Junior Avenue indicates the2

traffic situation works quite well.3

I guess what hasn't been discussed would be the4

historic preservation package that is being worked out and is5

pretty much solidified I believe. The site is part of a national6

historic landmark, not a local landmark. The Federal Section7

106, Historic Preservation Process, applies.8

In summary, $500,000 has been contributed by OCTO9

to the Office of Planning for a framework plan for the rest of10

the historic east campus of St. Elizabeth's to help get that11

moving to see what can be done to revitalize.12

The Mental Health Administration has contributed13

another $500,000 because they have interest in a new hospital14

further to the south on the east campus. Of course, the east15

campus is quite under-utilized and would need money to renovate.16

It is important to plan this classic campus well as far as any17

additional new development.18

Also, OCTO has agreed to stabilize the two historic19

barns, or historic barns stable if you prefer, which is important20

because I guess the stable especially has some large holes in the21

roof.22

The four cottages on the OCTO site itself,23

basically an agreement has been reached that two of them can be24

demolished with their history recorded in the accepted way. The25
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other two will be relocated to a location on site.1

The original idea was to locate them closer to the2

barns and to be a little -- to have an enclave showing the3

original history of the east campus which was agricultural and4

serving the west campus which was the original hospital both by5

providing food and also providing therapeutic work for people in6

the hospital.7

There have been practical problems with that. I8

think the final location of the two cottages that will remain on9

site hasn't quite been determined in the Section 106 project10

unless John Lecker has anything final yet, but I think that's11

where we are.12

MS. GIORDANO: I think, in fact, for the purposes13

of the PUD we would like to have the flexibility to determine the14

location of those cottages as dictated by the 106 process.15

MR. GROSS: I think the section headings in the16

prehearing statement kind of summarize what we see as the public17

benefits. The public safety and public service, we had the18

public safety panel obviously. Improve communications for the19

District government as a whole, as well as the emergency and20

public safety benefits that were well described by the first21

panel.22

Item No. 2 on page 11, this initiative is part of23

the mayor's government centers program of placing certain24

District government facilities out in neighborhood areas to help25
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stimulate locally common development and new development.1

I've discussed the historic preservation package2

and impacts on the surrounding area. This site is really pretty3

isolated from any nearby local residential or commercial4

development. Pommeroy Road is the nearest road and it has a5

limited number of houses there.6

Of course, the density is quite low. The7

Commission of Fine Arts has favorably reviewed the design which8

is completely in scale with the historic remainder of the St.9

Elizabeth's campus.10

We attached parts of the traffic impact study and11

local intersections are operating and will continue operating at12

service level B and C which, as you know, is exceptionally good.13

Finally, we decided on a number of areas in which14

the project is consistent with and will carry out a comprehensive15

plan. Major theme, stabilizing and improving the District's16

neighborhoods, respect and improving the physical character of17

the District, preserving the historic character of the District.18

Regarding the land use element, the general land19

use map indicates the east campus for local government20

facilities. Of course, that is exactly what this is. C2B zoning21

seems well designed to accommodate the scale and be compatible22

with the surrounding area.23

On balance, we believe that the project complies24

with the planned unit development standards. Thank you.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Gross.1

MS. GIORDANO: We will let Mr. Gross' remarks serve2

to close our testimony at this point and we would like the3

opportunity, though, at the end of the hearing to address any4

other issues that might come up with supporting or opposing5

witnesses or parties.6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Certainly. Thank you. I'll7

see if the Commission has any questions for you.8

Mr. Hannaham?9

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Mark Graves, I can address10

this to you. During the course of your discussion of siting and11

setting up this facility, did you ever consider any kind -- in12

the additional backups that we have already discussed with the13

technical, had you ever considered any need for backup dormitory14

facilities for employees at the site in really ultra emergencies,15

the 911 type emergencies?16

I know there are buildings on the campus to the17

south that might provide that kind of backup, but I wonder if you18

ever thought of that contingency as you thought about what you19

needed on site.20

MR. GRAVES: Yeah. A lot of the space within the21

building has been made very flexible so that it can be22

transitioned to that type of emergency use as it is required. We23

have a lot of storage facilities that are in the lower level24

housing a lot of EMA type storage that can be utilized for that25
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type of thing specifically in the event of an emergency, blankets1

and cots.2

We obviously have a lot of food stores. We have a3

dining facility that would have some food in it as well that4

would be able to hold them for some period of time.5

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. Thank you.6

MR. GRAVES: Not actual dormitories because during7

most of the time they would obviously be empty.8

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Right. Just sleeping a day9

or two over for people who might not be able to get to the10

facility. You have these 24-hour rotating things that people are11

going to sleep or rest. Thanks.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any other questions, Mr.13

Hannaham?14

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: No. Thank you, Madam15

Chairman. That's all I have.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Anybody else?17

COMMISSIONER MAY: Go ahead. I'm going to be a18

while.19

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Maybe I will be, too.20

In your excavation into the fly-ash, and I guess21

you are the fly-ash expert for the night, Mr. Lecker, in that22

you're placing the parking lot on top of it, how much excavation23

will you be doing? You said you're going to wet down the area24

and have air monitors and so forth, but what is the need for25
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excavation except for light poles and things of that nature? Or1

do you have to go down and build a base for the parking lot?2

MR. LECKER: The excavation required for the3

parking lot will be to get it down to the proper elevation around4

the back where there is some underground parking for the EMA5

vehicles.6

There's a DC10 vehicle that is quite large and7

quite valuable that needs to be stored in the facility, as well8

as in the event of an emergency the EMA would pull up some SUVs9

and other vehicles where we would put in emergency supplies so10

they could exit quickly so the excavation is predominately in the11

rear of the building to get down to the appropriate parking level12

and level 4 servicing utilities, the generators and so on.13

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: And this fly-ash would be14

hauled away from the site or redistributed on the site?15

MR. LECKER: The two options are to reinter it on16

the site or to haul it off the site. We are considering both17

options, but obviously either one of the options we would follow18

the appropriate procedures regarding wetting down. If it was19

going to be in a vehicle, there would be a closed top on the20

vehicle -- on the dump truck.21

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Do you think there is any22

difference between the material now and when it was originally23

deposited? Has it become more inert? Is there -- has time24

passed and changed the qualities of this material? I mean, the25
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community is certainly concerned and has attributed four deaths1

to the previous activity.2

I don't want to lay that one on you but certainly3

the concern of the citizens is sincere here. Is there something4

in your testing you found that maybe over time the materials that5

may have been harmful in the past have leached out or something?6

MR. LECKER: Since you said that, I am not the7

expert. We do actually have someone here from URS who could8

possibly speak to that particular question. I do not know the9

answer to that question.10

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Am I going nowhere with this11

question? Please help.12

MR. WOLF: Hi. I'm Michael Wolf from URS13

Corporation. I'm an environmental scientist. My colleague,14

Chuck George, who has been involved in this project for quite15

sometime was not available tonight but I'm here to speak in16

regard to the ash issue.17

In regard to your question specifically, there was18

testing done a number of years ago in association with the Womada19

study. In the testing that was done most recently by URS,20

specifically for this project, both found that the materials were21

nonhazardous based on the sampling and analysis that was22

conducted.23

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So they never were? When24

they left Benning incinerator and came over here they really were25
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inert?1

MR. WOLF: I can't speak to when it actually came2

from Benning incinerator but the times that the ash has been3

tested over a period of years and we're close to a decade apart.4

There has also been some more.5

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Okay. Thank you. I'm6

having a little trouble -- Mr. Graves, certainly you didn't leave7

-- a little trouble with the site plan and the perspective, the8

aerial perspective or the rendering, I'll call it, in the9

vicinity of the day care center. There seems to be a great10

difference between the site plan. Is there something that needs11

to be updated for us here?12

MR. GRAVES: No, there's not. The site plan shows13

the day care to the northern side of the site.14

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Right. But then there's a15

curvalinear plaza shown in the perspective drawing. Let me just16

pull that out.17

MR. GRAVES: Oh, yeah. That was earlier. The18

rendering is a bit earlier in terms of the depiction. I do19

apologize for that.20

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So that play area, or21

whatever that is out there, is no longer part of it?22

MR. GRAVES: That's correct.23

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So where are the children24

going to play?25
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MR. GRAVES: If you look at the site plan, and you1

looked to the east and the south of the day care center, you2

would see a series of square or of areas that have walls around3

them.4

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: All right.5

MR. GRAVES: That is the outside play area.6

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Okay. I think you had7

mentioned the potential for future expansion. It wasn't clear to8

me whether you were talking about this facility or the hospital9

grounds.10

MR. GRAVES: No. It's the Office of Planning has11

some interest in review or looking at some other development in12

this area that I depicted in one of the first slides that I13

showed the Dorthea Dix Building and the Health and Human Services14

Building and so on and so forth, those spaces.15

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: All right.16

MS. GIORDANO: Does that area include the PUD site?17

MR. GRAVES: No, it does not.18

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Now, there's some buildings19

over here on the left side of your site. Is that west or east?20

MR. GRAVES: That's north. Martin Luther King runs21

north and south.22

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Thank you. What are those?23

MR. GRAVES: Those are trailers. They are homeless24

trailers, I believe.25
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COMMISSIONER PARSONS: You delineate that within1

your site and I wondered what the future of those were.2

MR. GRAVES: I believe they will continue to stay3

as they are.4

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So that really is not part5

of your site. You have no control over it.6

MR. GRAVES: It's not part of our development, no.7

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Oh. So the PUD boundary8

that we're looking at shouldn't include that, should it? It9

appears to and that's why --10

MR. GRAVES: It does. I mean, it is part of it11

currently.12

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Where are we going here?13

Are we going to approve a permanent homeless shelter as part of14

this PUD?15

MR. GRAVES: The homeless shelter in the corner16

there has been located there and one of the agreements we've17

reached is to not disturb their operations and to leave it there18

as is. It's currently run by the Catholic Charities and, again,19

it has been up and running for quite some time and they are happy20

where they're at.21

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Wouldn't it behoove us to22

change the boundary of the PUD? Certainly you haven't gotten any23

testimony that this is something the Zoning Commission should24

approve. Let's think about that.25
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MS. GIORDANO: We understand your point.1

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Thank you. The number of2

parking spaces. It says in your document, I think, there's 2823

parking spaces. Some of those may be for the press and visiting4

public. How many of those are from employees?5

MR. LECKER: I believe it's 240 and the quantity6

has come down from 282 to 260.7

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: All right. How many8

employees are there or will there be?9

MR. LECKER: Over a 24-hour period, because it is a10

24-hour operation, there will be approximately 350 employees.11

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: How could you possible need12

that many parking spaces? That's three shifts, right?13

MR. LECKER: Correct. There's overlapping between14

shifts so when the first shift is actually inside the building15

and parked, the second shift actually comes into the building and16

needs to find parking as well. It's a combination of the first17

and second shift parking demand.18

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So when a shift is in mid-19

stream, if you will, half the parking lot is probably going to be20

empty then. In other words, it's only the transition period21

where the parking lot is going to be full.22

MR. LECKER: It could be.23

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Do you plan any shuttle24

system to the Metro?25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

75

MR. LECKER: There is currently a bus stop out1

front of the facility that we are going to continue to utilize.2

We are also going to explore developing depending on the demand3

for a shuttle between, I guess, the Anacostia and I'm not sure4

what the other one is but near the St. Elizabeth's campus5

depending on demand and requirements for Metro use. We certainly6

are going to encourage Metro use and carpooling.7

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: It seems to me the parking8

lot is too big. I know you are trying to manage a couple of9

shifts.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Can I just ask a question11

about the parking since you're on it?12

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Please.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Because I had sort of a14

totally opposite question. When I was looking at the traffic15

impact study, and what I'm looking at specifically is page 3, and16

during the daytime shift, when there is going to be folks that17

are working the call center on the day shift plus the regular18

employees of the building, at least in terms of the number of19

vehicle trips generated, it would be 364 people entering and that20

is far fewer than the number of spaces that are provided. How21

are those people going to be accommodated?22

MR. LECKER: Could you repeat the question? I'm23

sorry.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yeah. I'm looking on page 325
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of the traffic study and it gives numbers about the daytime1

employment which includes the day shift of people working the2

call center plus the 149 nonshift employees working a normal3

office schedule. There's 428 of those people.4

Then there are adjustments made for, okay, they are5

not all going to come to work on a given day because some of them6

will use transit, public transportation, and then there is7

absenteeism. Taking that into account, there's 364 vehicle trips8

generated by the daytime employment on the site.9

If you've got 364 vehicles coming to the site with10

employees and you only have 240 parking spaces, where do the rest11

of the people park on the daytime employment?12

MR. LECKER: This traffic report was done early on13

the project when we had additional occupants inside of the14

facility. Since some of the occupants have actually been removed15

or a decision was made not to include them in the facility as a16

call-taking function. This report would need to be updated.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Is that something you can get18

to us?19

MR. LECKER: Yes.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.21

Mr. Parsons, back to you.22

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Okay. As I mentioned when23

we set this case down for public hearing, I'm very concerned24

about the view from Suitland Parkway. Although your simulations25
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as characterized by you is barely visible, I would disagree with1

that on the incoming view. That is, the inbound section of2

Suitland Parkway.3

As I guess you know, it's nominated or eligible for4

the National Register of Historic Places and I see your historic5

preservation section doesn't deal with that at all. Beyond that,6

I want to talk about the building and maybe there are some7

security reasons you can't disclose.8

As I understand it, there's a call floor and a9

large vaulted ceiling which causes this odd shape on the10

landscape. I don't quite understand the need for that because11

there's no second story above it. There seems to be a second12

story on the south side but not over the call floor.13

As I understand the building, it's about 57 feet14

high. Help me with that. Why do we need the curved ceiling?15

Why do we need that shape on this landscape which calls attention16

to itself and I find it difficult.17

MR. GRAVES: One of the things, the views that we18

did show, are depicting not the trees that we are planning on19

utilizing there. The conifer trees that we will be utilizing20

there will reduce or minimize any real view of the building, No.21

1.22

No. 2, the call floor itself is a high bay floor.23

It is a little more than two stories high and that is required24

for visibility of all the call takers to the large screens that25
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are going to be provided on the north side or north elevation of1

the building. That is the low point of the curve.2

There is actually equipment on the third floor3

level pretty close to the center of the arch of the barrel vault4

itself. That would be all of the cooling towers and they are5

located behind a louvered panel that is provided there.6

It was all enclosed underneath of the barrel7

vaulted structure to conceal that mechanical equipment as well8

which is located on the roof to provide a more pleasing view from9

the various locations the building would be seen. I would be10

pleased to provide you other supporting plans and so on or show11

you how that works.12

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: If these don't do it. I13

mean, I'm looking now at floor plan level 2 and level 3 and it14

just shows a void.15

MR. GRAVES: Right. If you see this large16

-- on the one you have on your right hand you see the large17

rectangles. They are outlined as cooling towers. Those are on18

the third floor level and they are quite large. The barrel vault19

is concealing those pieces of mechanical equipment which have20

been raised to that location for security purposes amongst their21

things.22

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: But it's really an23

architectural statement. I mean, there's no need to physically24

cover those, is there?25
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MR. GRAVES: There's not a physical need to cover1

them. It is an architectural statement but it's to improve the2

view of the building. If those were to be open and exposed, the3

view from Suitland Parkway would be even worse if you were to see4

anything. This provides a far softer articulated architectural5

design then to look at cooling towers.6

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, we can agree to7

disagree basically and we'll move on.8

MR. GRAVES: We would be pleased to provide you9

other drawings that might help to articulate.10

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I guess what I was pushing11

for is to have an L-shaped building that is the one where the12

second story offices are and so forth. An L-shaped structure13

with a lower floor and not deal with this shape that you've come14

up with.15

Now let's talk about the conifers. What are those?16

What is the species of tree?17

MR. GRAVES: The landscape architect is here, Jeff18

Lee.19

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: He can help us.20

MR. GRAVES: And he can help us.21

MR. LEE: My name is Jeff Lee and I'm the landscape22

architect for this project. I see where the question is going in23

terms of the immediate buffer and any impact from the Suitland24

Parkway. The size of the trees that will be planted will not25
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have an immediate impact because it will take time for them to1

grow. It would take at least, I would say, five to 10 years2

before they start having impact on that view, especially in the3

wintertime, which is the photograph that was taken. It was4

wintertime.5

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: What species have you6

selected or is it premature?7

MR. LEE: Right now we're looking at -- we're8

trying to stay away from the white pine which is a standard9

buffer tree. We're looking at some of the more expensive10

varieties.11

We are also under a cost constraint so we are12

looking for an appropriate variety that would not be the standard13

white pine type of variety which is fast growing and which would14

achieve a buffer but it also has a sort of track housing kind of15

feeling to it. We are still searching for the right size and16

right price and the right species of the tree.17

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I would like to help you18

with that.19

MR. LEE: I would appreciate that.20

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Because you know what's left21

to last is the landscape.22

MR. LEE: Yes.23

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: If you are already worried24

about the budget, I'm more worried about the budget so I would25
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like to get into the record here a commitment as an amenity to1

this project trees of substantial size and a species that will do2

the job. We need trees here that are going to mature to at least3

50 feet, I think. Are we planting these in fly-ash?4

MR. LEE: They will be just -- the fly-ash will be5

just outside of the planting zone.6

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So the fly-ash is contained7

out in the parking lot and you are into the forested section of8

the property then?9

MR. LEE: What we'll be doing for all the plant10

material because there are certain areas where there is fly-ash,11

we will be bringing in premixed soil mixes for all these areas to12

be planted because, as you know, plant material doesn't do too13

well in fly-ash.14

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, if you could provide15

for this row of trees at least, and the ones abutting the16

parkway, a plant list, sizes, and that kind of thing that we can17

plug in as an amenity to the project that will occur.18

Are you doing the lighting for the parking lot?19

MR. LEE: We are coordinating the lighting with the20

security as well as the exterior lighting designer. As you know,21

because of the nature of this project, the light levels have to22

be at a certain amount that usually exceeds a standard lighting23

as being coordinated with the security consultant, as well as the24

camera people.25
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COMMISSIONER PARSONS: That's frightening too,1

isn't it? I assume the building won't be illuminated for2

architectural emphasis?3

MR. LEE: I'm not aware of that.4

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: The nod is no from Mr.5

Graves. So are we talking about high standard lamps that are,6

again, going to call attention to themselves or something down at7

18 feet or so that is focused down into the site and not a flood-8

lit environment?9

MR. LEE: We are looking at, I believe, shoebox10

fixtures that are standard that you would see in any type of11

institutional parking lot.12

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Could you submit that as13

well?14

MR. LEE: Yes.15

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: And their height?16

MR. LEE: One other point to make about the Martin17

Luther King boulevard, there are existing mature trees and we are18

going to be taking protection measures to make sure that the ones19

that are there that are healthy will thrive and survive.20

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: These shown in this?21

MR. LEE: No. Along the Martin Luther King. You22

pointed to that area as long as the street edge so I was23

referring to the street edge.24

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Along the fence line?25
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MR. LEE: Yes.1

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: What is the future of the2

maintenance facility which is probably -- is that inside the3

property, the maintenance building, vehicular maintenance? Is4

that going away? Not that you have any control over it. I'll5

ask the Office of Planning that. Thank you.6

Let me get back to Mr. Graves to your alternative7

studies of siting, those sketches at page 28 and 29 in this8

little booklet. At page 28 I wanted to talk about the one at the9

lower right. Let's talk a little bit about that.10

MR. GRAVES: Okay.11

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Why was this particular12

scheme rejected? It seems to be closer to the street. It's13

probably doesn't have the 100-foot standoff.14

MR. GRAVES: That's correct.15

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: And the barn is there and so16

forth. Obviously that would be less visible from the Parkway and17

that's why I'm asking.18

MR. GRAVES: Less visible. Correct. Again, as you19

had mentioned, the 100-foot set back is one of the major issues20

that we have there. In addition, the proximity to both the dry21

barn and the stable really precludes them from being a strong22

element from Martin Luther King as part of the historic value23

that they presently have.24

A third element is that is the current location of25
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the vehicle maintenance facility which is still under operation1

at part of St. Elizabeth's.2

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: The only reason I ask the3

question is I'm trying to get rid of the thing. If there is an4

eyesore on this landscape, that's got to be it.5

MR. GRAVES: I agree.6

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: All right. Thank you. That7

concludes my questions.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Parsons.9

Mr. May.10

COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you. I'll try to do this11

in some sort of sensible order. I won't just jump right into12

it.13

One question I had about the program in general was14

that in reading the materials there was a statement that there15

was widespread support for the project. I certainly understand16

that from the city's point of view.17

There was also -- it stated that the neighborhood18

support of the project. After reading that we saw letters from19

ANC-8A and 8C requesting a postponement. It was just a little20

bit surprising.21

Is there some disconnect that has occurred recently22

or were you aware that this was an issue and it was just not --23

it did not come to the forefront? I was just kind of surprised24

to see that in that order.25
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MR. LECKER: We were surprised as well. I want to1

talk about support, the support for the project in terms of its2

economic development, community revitalization, public safety3

benefits. There was strong enthusiasm for it.4

With regard to the environmental issues and mental5

health, it was our opinion that we had adequately addressed the6

concerns of the community and that they were comfortable with the7

way that we were moving forward.8

We will certainly continue to work with them9

regarding the environmental issues and do as much as we can to10

make them feel comfortable regarding the way that we have moved11

forward with the fly-ash and all the proactive measures we have12

taken to minimize their concerns.13

COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you. Okay. That's it for14

program questions. On to the architecture.15

First of all, I would like to say that seeing a16

building that actually takes advantages of the space and uses the17

setback is in itself commendable because we have seen other18

projects where they sort of skipped that benefit. It was good to19

see a building with the setback.20

I do have to say, though, that throughout the21

documents there is substantial inconsistency in terms of what we22

are seeing and how the project is portrayed. These prospective23

drawings that were done don't seem to show any of the berms,24

don't show any sense of the real security protections.25
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Those are substantial or will be substantial in1

order to maintain the level of security that you are going for.2

The look of that is not apparent from any of the drawings. It is3

kind of a void.4

I don't know if you have plans to do updated5

drawings or whether is anything else that is part of this but it6

would be helpful to be able to see more about what is really7

going to look like because it's not a very accurate picture now.8

MR. GRAVES: Since we developed the sketches which9

were a little bit earlier in the design program, we have actually10

developed full security drawings now that talk more about the11

site security construction drawings.12

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. I'm fairly confident that13

with all the people helping in this process that you are going to14

get the security side of it down. It's the more aesthetic side15

of what security does that is more of what I'm interested in16

without question.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Before you move off of that,18

are we going to be receiving some updated drawings that depict19

the fencing, for instance, and some of these things?20

MR. GRAVES: Yes. We can provide you with plans21

that we have that basically lay out all of those elements that22

have now been developed. the renderings are not updated yet but23

we could move forward to do something like that.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Thank you.25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

87

COMMISSIONER MAY: I think if that's possible it is1

very helpful, particularly for people who are not accustomed to2

reading and understanding the plans. I am and I had trouble3

understanding a lot of it.4

Can I ask a question about the nature of the review5

by the Commission of Fine Arts? I'm not entirely familiar with6

how their jurisdiction would work in this case and whether this7

is the typical sort of concept review where they issue a8

preliminary statement saying they have no objection and staff9

makes comments and that sort of thing. But you still have to go10

back for a final approval or what is the --11

MR. GRAVES: That's correct. That's exactly what12

it is. We have done the preliminary. We have received a letter13

from the Commission that provide us approval to move ahead and we14

need to provide them with the final documentation.15

COMMISSIONER MAY: So the approval you have is that16

"we have no objection" letter?17

MR. GRAVES: Yes, it is. Yes, it is.18

COMMISSIONER MAY: That's always very helpful. Do19

we have a particular need to see that letter? I mean, I would20

think that stating so for the record is sufficient for us.21

I have to say that much of the description they use22

with regard to -- I'm going to come back to that. Let me stick23

on the security thing for a second. One of the specific24

questions I have about security is that there is a 100-foot25
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setback from the parking lot on the south side to the face of the1

building. Right? There isn't anything in the drawing that2

indicates what maintains that setback other than simply paving3

stops and grass begins?4

MR. GRAVES: I apologize for that. Actually, we5

were running out of time so I skipped through a couple of things.6

On the site security site plan that I have provided, there is a7

slide that talks about the fact that we are using a decorative8

vehicle deterrent system; i.e., sort of a planter type system9

that will be located directly adjacent to the hard scape plaza10

that you see there. We do have a vehicle barrier.11

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.12

MR. LEE: Off the Martin Luther King Boulevard we13

talked about the decorative fence and the fence behind it also14

with the berms. One of the things we should share with you is15

that Mark and I, I guess almost 15 years ago, we worked on the16

embassies of the future, the first embassy that came out of the17

England criteria with setbacks and requirements. It is18

interesting that we come back here 15 years later and we're19

working on a facility for the District of Columbia which20

basically has the same concerns21

I know that one of the challenges that we look at22

is keeping vehicles basically off the sidewalk and respecting23

that 100-foot setback from the main access road to the face of24

the building is a challenge. What we've done is actually25
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utilized topography to achieve a lot of that.1

If you look at the off the main plaza, the main2

visitor entry plaza, there is a courtyard that is set off of the3

cafeteria eating area. That courtyard is actually elevated as4

the slope goes down into the guard gate of the area. That wall5

would actually start to rise as the grade falls. That becomes a6

natural barrier.7

The main plaza area where you see the -- if you8

refer to the site plan where it says food center and the public9

entrance, there is a large panel of grass area. What we've done10

instead of trying to plant or use large planters as individual11

movable planters, we've actually taken that whole sheet of lawn12

and tried to create a more creative way to do it almost like a13

handkerchief where that lawn panel comes up and sort of rises to14

the three foot which is the requirement.15

We have actually done the details so that it16

actually has a very aesthetic what we would call high tech sleek17

face to that. It would also be a bench. It has other functions18

to it. The first impression when you look at it, people looking19

at it will not observe it as a vehicular deterrent device but20

rather more of a sculptured landscape element.21

COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you. That was very22

helpful. When we started talking about planter devices and23

things like that, I represent the architect of the Capitol and24

the Commission. We know potted plants and sewer pipe sections25
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and jersey barriers very well. Believe it or not, we do not like1

them even though we seem to use them a lot.2

To talk about something that can be integrated into3

the landscape and be relatively transparent is very important.4

Again, that wasn't visible in the drawings and so it is important5

to know what that is. Again, that will be something helpful to6

see some of that in the drawings, particularly the renderings7

where, boy, it just looks like I can drive my truck right up8

against the face of the building.9

There is, as we know, a lot of risk that doing some of these10

things they wind up looking very unattractive.11

Can someone describe the -- can you describe the12

fence? What is the nature of the fencing that's going to go13

around it and where is it going to be relative to the building or14

the street? How does that relate to any fencing that goes around15

the rest of the campus?16

MR. GRAVES: In terms of the fence that goes around17

the rest of the campus, we will obviously be maintaining the18

existing fence that passes beyond our site and continues further19

to the south. We are basically going to refurbish that fence20

where it's been damaged in places, painted and so forth.21

COMMISSIONER MAY: What does that actually look22

like, though?23

MR. GRAVES: Oh, I'm sorry. I apologize. It's a24

steel picket fence that has vertical support set eight foot25
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centers.1

COMMISSIONER MAY: And those are also steel?2

MR. GRAVES: Yes. Yes. It's quite old. I mean,3

it's been a part of the campus for some time.4

COMMISSIONER MAY: I remember an historic looking5

fence. I guess my question is are you going to have visible6

sections of fence and are you going to try to pick up any of that7

in your fence, any of that detail?8

MR. GRAVES: We are trying to conceal the actual9

fence to the greatest amount possible that we will actually10

utilize because we want the building to appear to be as public as11

possible. As we mentioned before, there will be a guard booth12

that would be in the southeast corner of the site.13

That would really be the beginning of the fence14

that would then move around and surround the parking lot, travel15

north along the site along the edge of the parking lot, basically16

pick up the northern end of the parking lot, and create a17

separation between the public entrance to the child care facility18

and where staff could enter the child care facility. It would19

basically run down along that edge of actually a covered canopy20

that comes down to the entrance of the child care facility.21

COMMISSIONER MAY: I can see some of that in the22

site plan.23

MR. GRAVES: We can certainly spell it out for you.24

COMMISSIONER MAY: Is there a fence actually, I25
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guess, west of the building along Martin Luther King or between1

Martin Luther King and the building?2

MR. GRAVES: That is the decorative fence that3

we're talking about.4

COMMISSIONER MAY: That is the decorative fence?5

Okay. All right. Thank you.6

While we're on the site plan page, I have to echo7

the concern about the amount of parking. That is one of the8

things that really stood out as an anomaly in the application in9

terms of the required parking by the code versus how much is10

being provided.11

I mean, it's one thing to go once or twice but, I12

mean, it was four times the required parking. Not that the13

required parking really is a reasonable way to establish your14

needs. Your needs are obviously driven by other things, but it15

did seem very high.16

Not only does it seem very high, I mean, even on17

the site plan we have going off the side of the building we have18

a parking expansion dotted in as if that's not going to be enough19

and you're going to need to add more.20

MR. GRAVES: One of the things that is important to21

this facility is its exterior growth capability in terms of a22

function that if it does need to grow, the call center has been23

designed in such a way that additional bays could be added on to24

house that function and that would be utilized to pick up any25
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additional load in vehicles.1

COMMISSIONER MAY: Which way is it going to expand?2

MR. GRAVES: If you look where the call center3

floor is just to the east of it, you see a block-out piece there.4

That's the limit of the expansion.5

COMMISSIONER MAY: So it could go one more bay?6

MR. GRAVES: Basically two more bays.7

COMMISSIONER MAY: Two more bays. Right. Okay.8

Just that little bit closer to the Suitland Parkway.9

I guess on the parking thing what I heard in the10

testimony earlier was a sentiment toward parking that there would11

be shuttle service in response to demand for it. I wonder, and12

maybe this is a broader policy question, but it seems to me that13

given the unreliability of certain modes of transportation in an14

emergency, the fact that on September 11 when I was here on the15

base, I could not get home in my car so I left it here and got16

home by Metro. It was a little crowded but I got there.17

I wonder whether that figures, or should figure18

into the planning. Granted this is not a downtown site and19

public transportation is not right next door but is there any20

thought to being more aggressive about pursuing a broader policy21

with regard to people coming to work? That is more of a program22

question. Sorry.23

MR. GRAVES: It is certainly something that we are24

evaluating. One of the issues I would like to make you aware of25
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is that the facility has a 24-hour operation.1

Two of the three shifts wouldn't accommodate the2

use of Metro or public transportation because they would miss3

either the front end or the back end of when Metro shuts down.4

We would still have a parking demand during those shifts to5

accommodate those who absolutely have to drive.6

We can certainly look at again the reduction in the7

staff that we've had and any modification that we can make to the8

parking, as well as encouraging those to use public9

transportation or look at shuttle service.10

COMMISSIONER MAY: I realize this is 24 hours but11

there are only 100 people or 96 people or something according to12

the transportation study that would be in the building on the --13

not the day shift. You've got plenty of parking for them.14

Back to architecture. In listening to some of the15

description of the building itself and how you tried to make it16

fit into the campus, I was looking at the drawings that I had and17

I was listening to what you were saying and I just could not18

connect them in certain ways.19

I mean, I can see how the size of the brick bar of20

the building relates proportion-wise to the other buildings on21

the campus, but in terms of the rest of the architecture, you22

referred to punch windows but the way the architecture reads in23

the drawings that I have here, it really looks like standard DC24

flatplate construction with broad windows across the face.25
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Looking a little bit deeper, I saw some elevations1

of the study model that made it look more like a punched window2

bit it's very difficult to really relate this, particularly when3

you look at the context photos and what we see as one of the most4

important defining features is the roof and the extended eaves on5

the roof of the building.6

You have some of that in the child care center but7

that's the only place. I wonder why an approach like that wasn't8

attempted in other parts of the building or whether you didn't go9

further with trying to relate to the rest of the architecture of10

the campus.11

MR. GRAVES: The barrel vault itself, the extent of12

the overhangs, does pass over the face of the building and that13

may not be as well depicted in those specific elevations. The14

more detailed drawings that we have developed now do.15

The south elevation of the building, in fact all16

three sides you will see now have a plaster type rhythm. It's a17

cast stone plaster that has a classical form of a base shaft and18

capital, as well as the fact that there is an entabulature above19

that on which we will be describing the function of the building.20

We have used a combination obviously of cast stone21

and the brick, as I have mentioned. We are using a Roman brick22

which is obviously a longer piece of the same height.23

COMMISSIONER MAY: Is that what the rest of the24

campus is, Roman brick?25
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MR. GRAVES: It's a little bit of both. There is1

some Roman brick and some normal.2

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. Well, I'm convinced of3

the relationship of the building to the rest of the architecture4

of the campus and I guess it may be an agree-to-disagree kind of5

thing.6

I guess one of the features that I still do find7

troubling is the multi-storied section of the building on the8

west side where you have three stories of office space or9

whatever and then you have a fake fourth story that hides the10

dishes behind it. I'm going to ask the office of planning what11

we see here complies with the new regulations as they are12

proposed because I'm very interested in the antenna issue.13

Specifically it is sort of an odd gimmick. On the14

one hand, I can see how the placement of the antennas and the15

base spacing can relate to it and on top of a brick building it16

may be a little bit odd but it makes a little bit more sense on17

the big vaulted building.18

Here I'm just afraid that we are going to be19

driving by Martin Luther King Avenue and just see a whole bunch20

of dishes and microwave transmitters and stuff peaking out from21

there and that it's just going to look like a tech hotel kind of22

thing, that it's not going to look like a nice building on this23

beautiful campus.24

MR. GRAVES: We have spent a lot of time25
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articulating how that would be handled and how the dishes would1

be small enough in that area that they would not stand out from a2

distance beneath. Certainly from great distances away one might3

be able to see a tower -- not a tower but a dish peaking just4

over the edge. The dishes are not that large. They are being5

provided on the roof of this building.6

COMMISSIONER MAY: I assume they are going to be7

placed back?8

MR. GRAVES: Yes, back from the face.9

COMMISSIONER MAY: And do they have to be open to10

the air in the direction that they're pointing? I mean, they're11

pointing west which --12

MR. GRAVES: Southwest.13

COMMISSIONER MAY: Southwest. Okay. Now I14

understand why they're point in that direction, because all of15

the dish antennas that are coming around the city are all16

pointing in that same direction so we all know why they go that17

way. I guess they are going to be set back some distance so that18

you're not going to be able to see them from the street?19

MR. GRAVES: Yes. Let me amplify as an architect20

how important that particular element is to us as well. We are21

making all painstakenly strong adjustments to the building that22

we can to assure that you will not be seeing those antennas. It23

is very important to us as well.24

COMMISSIONER MAY: Did you look at screening at25
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all?1

MR. GRAVES: There actually is a light louver2

screen that you cannot really see very strongly but in that top3

panel you can start to see some horizontal lines crossing.4

COMMISSIONER MAY: Page 38?5

MR. GRAVES: Yeah, page 38.6

COMMISSIONER MAY: Page 38 of the submission or7

what we just got?8

MR. GRAVES: Page 38 of the presentation that you9

just received. It's a little bit hard to see in that scale with10

this color.11

COMMISSIONER MAY: I'm not sure that is quite12

enough. There also isn't really a top to this portion of the13

building. I've had my say about that one I think.14

This was mentioned before. The future plans for15

the rest of the campus and part of that package includes the16

$500,000 towards a master plan as I understand it. Is that17

right? Now we're back to programs. Sorry.18

How does that work with basically grabbing the most19

publicly accessible portion of the campus and building on the20

corner where we have all of the setback requirements and21

everything else, yet somehow there's going to be some future22

commercial development.23

I mean, is there any space left that is reasonably24

accessible? I can see a need for a master plan but I'm just25
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wondering if -- maybe this is an Office of Planning question more1

than anything else. Okay. They are nodding yes.2

Hold on one second. I think that's about it. The3

rest of it I'll ask the Office of Planning. Thank you.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. May.5

Mr. Hood.6

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Thank you, Madam Chair. I7

just wanted to ask, Mr. Lecky, am I pronouncing your name8

correctly?9

MR. LECKER: Lecker.10

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Lecker. Thank you. I11

think you mentioned about the first source and LSDBEs, about how12

you had you had a workshop with the LSDBEs. First, let me ask13

you about the first source. Who is your MOU with, is it DOES?14

MR. LECKER: Correct.15

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. In the LSDBEs, and16

I'm jumping back and forth and trying to figure out where we are,17

you mentioned that you had, I guess, an awareness workshop, a18

seminar.19

MR. LECKER: We had a contracting opportunities20

fair, yes.21

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. History has been --22

just explain to me the process because history when this23

Commission has been that the LSDBEs come down for PUD when it's24

offered. Once it's offered, that's the end of it. I mean, it25
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never materializes.1

It's not necessarily the applicant's fault.2

Research has told us that there are some other issues that come3

into play. Explain to me what happens next. You've had your4

fair. You're offering it. What is the next step.5

MR. LECKER: Well, the next step is that we have6

drafted a memorandum of understanding between the District of7

Columbia and the General Contractor, or the design builder in8

this case, to satisfy a 30 to 35 percent LSDBE participation.9

What we will do then is we will craft the bid10

packages and outreach so that we can encourage folks to11

participate in particular contracts. We will monitor that on a12

monthly basis and will actually involve the community in the13

monitoring of that MOU to ensure that we do actually satisfy what14

we sign up to do with regard to the LSDBE participation.15

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Now, during the fair did16

you explain to those who may be potential contractors what is17

actually needed so they can get their paperwork ready? Are you18

all helping them with the process?19

MR. LECKER: Yes. We actually had booths set up to20

give information about the project both from a construction21

standpoint as well as from an information technology. We22

actually also have the Office of Local Business there handing out23

applications and showing folks how they can get certified if they24

are not currently satisfied. We will continue to do that much25
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like Clark Construction did up on the convention center where1

they actually reached out and helped folks get certified.2

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. I don't know if this3

is an appropriate time to ask but I would like to see some4

follow-up of exactly what you just stated for the record about5

the process and maybe how we can just keep an eye on it to see6

how things progress as they progress.7

I can tell you this Commission is moving in8

direction but we're moving a little slow. I can tell you that9

I'm waiting, Mr. Bastida, tomorrow for our regular meeting to10

hear an update on that whole process. That's a warning. I can11

just say that is an issue and has been an issue.12

My attention to that matter was made by a Ward 813

resident who testified in front of the city council numerous14

times. I can only hope they were at the fair. Okay. Thank you.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. I just have a few16

questions. I don't know if you're offering the community17

advisory council as an amenity of the project. Is that just18

something that you're mentioning or is that something that you19

are committing to as a proffer for the PUD?20

MR. LECKER: It's something we're committing to.21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Given the concerns that22

were expressed earlier by the ANCs in which they will probably23

reiterate when they testify, would you see that community24

advisory council being a forum where you could direct some of the25
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programs that are taking place at the UCC in terms of outreach to1

use and so on, a way of targeting that to residents of 8A or 8C.2

Would you see that as the way to do that?3

MR. LECKER: Yes. One of the things that we are4

currently doing is we have actually drafted an MOU that we would5

like to work with the ANCs regarding how they would obtain6

tangible benefits, whether that is ANC-8A, 8C, or Ward 8 in7

general.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Is that something you can9

share with us as well? I know it's still in draft form but just10

so we would get a sense of what you have in mind.11

MR. LECKER: Yes.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. That would be helpful.13

I just want to make an additional request that this be dealt14

with in the updated traffic study. There was a discussion about15

a large media center that is part of the plan and how many16

individuals is that intended to accommodate and how will that17

parking be handled? I just want that to be integrated in the18

traffic study. You don't have to answer that right this minute.19

Then on the plans that we have tonight there is a20

water tank shown on the west side of the building. Is that21

underground?22

MR. LECKER: Yes, it is.23

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Those are all the24

questions that I have. Let me see if any of the Commissioners25
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have anymore questions.1

Mr. Hood?2

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Mine will be real brief. I3

believe this will go to Mr. Graves. You mentioned about I guess4

digging down and covering over the ash. Do we know whether or5

not everything is pipelines, waterlines up under there anywhere?6

Here is my issue.7

If we let it sit, eventually gases leak into8

drinking water. That is a known fact. My concern is we don't9

want the residents of Ward 8 to be drinking contaminated water.10

I'm concerned about the gases that go into the pipes under that11

area.12

MR. LECKER: The only water line that we are aware13

of that would not be removed as part of the project is a 14-inch14

water line that is at the -- it basically parallels the fence at15

Martin Luther King that feeds St. Elizabeth's but is far away16

from the ash and that is the only one we know of.17

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. Thank you.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Parsons.19

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I wanted to ask about the20

drainage off the parking lots. There doesn't seem to be a21

grading plan included in the presentation materials. At least, I22

can find one. I wondered whether everything was draining towards23

the permanent wet pool or how are you going to accommodate that?24

Especially the drainage off the parking lots, of course, and the25
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roof.1

MR. GRAVES: Yes. The drainage from the parking2

lot is going to the permanent wet pool as well as the drainage3

off the roof. That's correct.4

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: This is a ridiculous detail5

but I just noticed a 10-foot fence around the playground for6

security. Why?7

MR. GRAVES: Because it's on a raised platform.8

It's 10-foot down.9

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Are you trying to keep the10

kids out?11

MR. GRAVES: Trying to keep them safe.12

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: But they're inside a big13

fenced compound. The whole place is --14

MR. GRAVES: There are still other vehicles there.15

There are the emergency management vehicles that will be going16

under the building to the east and to the south of that location.17

We want to make sure that they are not wondering around the18

compound.19

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: But it feels like a prison20

yard or something. Could you take another look? How tall are21

the kids? How about six feet? Four feet?22

MR. GRAVES: We'll be pleased to.23

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Now, I finally found this,24

Mr. Graves. I missed it earlier and this is what I was talking25
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about before and you said you could provide some more details and1

they are already here. This main call floor looks like it has a2

ceiling that's 40 feet high. Isn't it?3

MR. GRAVES: You also have to realize from the4

second floor the EMA area, the emergency operations area, views5

into the call floor from above. They stay very intuned with the6

events that are occurring down there and they oversee all of the7

event.8

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So they are looking at the9

employees, the employees are looking at screens on the wall.10

MR. GRAVES: As well as they are looking at the11

screens as well.12

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: But the big hump is the13

cooling tower. That's the way they come? You can't get a14

smaller cooling tower?15

MR. GRAVES: Unfortunately no. I actually asked16

that if my engineers personally. That is the lowest that we can17

go and still provide adequate space below for piping to move18

around for maintenance purposes. That is the lowest profile.19

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I find this very troubling.20

Thank you. I don't know what else you can provide. I was going21

to ask and then I found this. This describes the circumstances.22

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Just one second, Mr. Hannaham.23

I just want to follow up on an issue that was raised by Mr.24

Parsons which is we will need a grading plan as part of the25
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submission.1

Mr. Hannaham.2

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I know we have spoken about3

the convenience of Metro to the site and the possibility of doing4

some things that facilitate access, but I'm sort of concerned5

about the Alabama Avenue station.6

I believe that's Congress Heights, isn't it? How7

do people exiting Congress Heights access the facility? Is there8

a gate into the campus? It looks like they have to walk all the9

way around to the main entrance. Can they get in? That's what10

I'm trying to say.11

MR. LECKER: I don't know how they get in.12

MR. GROSS: I believe the Mental Health13

Administration, which still occupies some of the buildings closer14

to the Congress Heights Station, has been talking with Womada15

about possibly being able to open a gate that goes directly from16

the Metro station to the campus and so far Womada for security17

reasons, I guess, doesn't want to unlock it. It doesn't make18

sense to me but that's just a summary of the Mental Health19

Administration told us.20

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: It's very strange.21

MR. GROSS: It really is.22

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I would hope you could23

resolve that.24

MR. GROSS: We will try to reinforce this.25
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COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: You're cutting off the1

access to one of the Metro stations, the closest one for that2

matter.3

MR. GROSS: Sure. I mean, the employees on the4

regular St. Elizabeth's hospital are downright close to the5

station. A lot of those would have a much more convenient --6

also this would still be some what of a hike to the UCC. Anyway,7

it would certainly be worthwhile and we will try to encourage8

that.9

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. I would appreciate10

that. Thank you.11

Thank you, Madam Chairman. That's all.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Hannaham.13

What we would like to do is take a short break, but14

I would like to see if we could get the cross-examination by the15

ANCs taken care of first. Can you tell me how much cross-16

examination you think you'll have of these witnesses? Do you all17

have very many questions for cross-examination?18

MS. CUTHBERT: No. We only have a few.19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. We like to take breaks20

at natural break points.21

MS. CUTHBERT: I'll start.22

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.23

MS. CUTHBERT: I'm Mary Cuthbert, ANC-8C. My first24

concern, which you know our priority is concern regarding the25
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ash. The gentleman who came up to respond regarding removal of1

the ash from that location --2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We want you to ask questions.3

MS. CUTHBERT: My question is to URS regarding the4

ash on the parking area. When the ash is being removed, you said5

it would not be contaminated to the community but in your report6

-- go ahead. I have your report here that says something7

different.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: That's not really a question.9

MS. CUTHBERT: The question is he's saying that if10

he removed the ash it would not contaminate the community when11

they move it from that location.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.13

MS. CUTHBERT: I would like to know why isn't not14

contaminated according to our report, the report that you gave to15

us.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Do you mean why it's not a17

hazardous material?18

MS. CUTHBERT: Not a hazardous material. What he19

said was when he moved --20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.21

MS. CUTHBERT: We want to know how he's saying it's22

not going to expose to the community --23

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. I think there are two24

aspects to it. One is the material itself being hazardous and25
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then the idea of it being airborne.1

MS. CUTHBERT: Airborne. Right.2

MR. WOLF: The material itself is not hazardous but3

as demonstrated by the testing that has been conducted, the issue4

of the material becoming airborne just like a dust at any5

construction site, the soil at any construction site, will be6

addressed as specified in the document that is being prepared for7

the construction.8

That will take measures such as keeping the9

material moist with spray so that it doesn't become airborne,10

washing the trucks down before they leave the site and go on the11

public roads, and conducting air monitoring at the downwind12

border of the property to ensure that any dust that is leaving13

the site is not exceeding any standards. If dust was exceeding14

any sort of standard, the operation would be shut down until that15

dust issue was taken care of.16

MS. CUTHBERT: Thank you.17

MS. GLOVER: Again, my name is Dianne Glover. I'm18

chairperson for 8A. My question pertaining to the fly-ash, not19

being an environmental person, if it's not such a health concern20

or environmental concern for my community, why then all the21

precautions? I just want to kind of understand what the22

connection is.23

MR. WOLF: The precautions have been developed and24

are being developed in order to address the concerns of the25
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community. The material, as I say, has been tested and was found1

to be nonhazardous. It was disposed on the site originally under2

District approval as a nonhazardous material. In order to3

alleviate concerns about exposure to nearby residents,4

precautions are being developed.5

MS. GLOVER: Thank you. My second question is why6

is tonight the first time that myself, as well as, I believe,7

Commissioner Cuthbert, is hearing about the university and the8

training and all these wonderful opportunities for the youth and9

community of Ward 8? May I elaborate a little on that?10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Let's just see what kind of a11

response we get to that. If you have a follow-up, you can ask12

that.13

MS. GLOVER: Okay. Great. Thank you.14

MR. LECKER: With regard to why tonight is the15

first night, in our presentations to the community we try to16

articulate those benefits generally that would be resulting from17

the UCC and the specifics to come in detailed conversations with18

the ANCs.19

A lot of what has been developed to date has come20

from the community and their concerns regarding what they would21

like to see as a result of the UCC project in terms of22

benefitting the youth and economic development and contracting23

opportunities.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Did you have a follow-up to25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

111

that?1

MS. GLOVER: Yes. When we met, that was one of my2

specific questions because that's what your constituents come to3

you with. They want to know if they are going to be academic or4

economic advantages for us regarding anything happening in5

southeast. Of course, this was a question I posed very direct6

and the answer I got was there's going to be a job fair, I think7

it was called, but that basically involved contractors and not8

what was being talked about here tonight.9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Did you have a follow-up10

question for Mr. Lecker on the subject?11

MS. GLOVER: The only question I had is they are12

talking about MOUs now and universities. I just don't understand13

why that could not have been stressed at the meeting.14

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Any other questions for15

the applicant's witnesses? Okay. Thank you.16

Now we'll take a break and we'll be back at 2017

minutes to 10 on that clock. Thank you.18

(Whereupon, at 9:33 p.m. off the record until 9:4119

p.m.)20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We're back with an ambitious21

schedule. We're ready now and have dispatched with the cross-22

examination of the applicant's witnesses and we are going to turn23

now to the report of the Office of Planning. I urge you to be as24

brief as reasonably possible. Just go whenever you're ready.25
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MS. STEINGASSER: Jennifer Steingasser with the1

Office of Planning. For the most part we are going to stand on2

the record. I just want to add a few points for clarification3

regarding our recommendation with conditions.4

We recommended approval of the project and we5

completely support the project. We ask for the condition that6

the historic preservation plan amenity be somewhat more detailed.7

I believe the applicant has expressed agreement with that during8

their testimony and that condition was that the two cottages be9

located on site and that there be some stabilization work towards10

the barn and stable.11

Part of that had to do with the fact that the12

property is landmarked. It is on the -- it has also been13

nominated by the D.C. Preservation League for one of the 11 most14

endangered sites. We feel there is some special attention that15

needs to be paid to that end of it.16

Other than that, we recommend approval of the17

project.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Let me just19

follow-up on one of the points that you mentioned which is that20

you were recommending that the cottages be relocated on site and21

that the applicant ask for some flexibility through the 10622

process to determine whether that was on site or off site. Would23

that satisfy the Office of Planning to grant that flexibility?24

MS. STEINGASSER: We have no problem with the25
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flexibility regarding the cottages on site and having that1

process work itself out. We are very uncomfortable with the2

cottages being located off site, as we stated in the staff3

report.4

The rest of the campus is not zoned and once the5

cottages are located off site, there would be no zoning under6

which they could pull a building permit. There would be some7

real conflicts in how we would achieve those preservation plans,8

whereas if they stay on site they would be able to get those9

permits.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Let me see if any of11

the Commissioners have questions about your written report. Any12

questions from the Commission for the Office of Planning.13

Mr. May.14

COMMISSIONER MAY: The one big question I have is15

the development plan for the remainder of the east campus which16

is one of the proposed amenities. Clearly it's something that is17

needed but it seems just a little bit disconnected to plan this18

major development which takes a huge chunk of the east campus.19

Well, maybe it's not that huge in terms of the20

overall size of the campus, but it's a very accessible piece of21

it, and then create this single development and then kind of22

landlocking much of the rest of it, or potentially so.23

Anyway, what are your thoughts about where we are24

going to go ultimately with this master plan?25
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MR. ALTMAN: It's a good question. It is often1

hard when a project comes forward if you are tying to balance, on2

the one hand, the immediate need of a very important project and3

yet projecting out over the remaining 120 acres and the future of4

the site and what might be. Often times we don't -- it's only5

recently that we have really undertaken to do a master plan for6

this site in light of the site going from receivership to the7

city.8

It was under the receivership. It's now the9

Department of Mental Health and part of the exit from10

receivership as a condition was to actually do the plan for this11

site and OCTO has as part of the amenity to fund that plan.12

Circumstances were such then that what we had to do was to13

anticipate what future planning might be for this site and how it14

could relate to the UCC.15

One way we did that, just to show the way we were16

thinking about this, is that the street that's been proposed, or17

really the road that's been proposed, which is at the boundary of18

the campus of the site, we were very clear that the UCC had to be19

on the north side of the site so we created very clearly that20

road was a demarcation so to the south of the site and along M,21

L, K would create the opportunity for a development pad.22

For example, when we originally looked at this and23

we worked with OCTO on this, we wanted to be clear that the whole24

south side would really be available for development opportunity.25
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1

Ultimately, and we hope not too far off, the Dix2

Building, which is along M, L, K and set back, this building3

right here, would come down thus creating a really significant4

parcel that could be along M, L, K and could have frontage on the5

south edge of the road.6

What we tried to do in the site planning was to7

think through and anticipate what might be logical development8

parcels in the future and think about how those could relate to9

this site and be very clear about what the boundary of this site10

could be, and then allow for development to proceed.11

The notion of the stable -- the reason part of the12

stabilization of the barn and the stable was an important part of13

the amenity package was that by putting funds into that and14

stabilizing those structures not only could they serve as an15

amenity to the UCC but also as part of a proposed parcel that16

could come on line later.17

Our notion is that could be a very nice and18

attractive courtyard with the historic structures and could be19

for cafes, artist space, community space, but it would be part of20

the development. We really tried to think about this in a future21

context while providing for the immediate needs of the UCC and to22

ensure that the UCC doesn't do anything that will preclude a23

development opportunity in the future.24

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes. Particularly the notion25
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that the Dix Building may come down at some point. I'm not1

familiar with that building and how important that may be in2

itself. I trust that if it's something that you look at as a3

development site, then there is some reason to think that --4

MR. ALTMAN: In fact, it's been slated for5

demolition for a number of years. We'll have the opportunity to6

do that as soon as we can secure funding.7

COMMISSIONER MAY: Did I hear you say also that the8

stabilization of the barns were part of the amenity package?9

MR. ALTMAN: The stabilization under the conditions10

of approval and what has been submitted the stabilization of the11

barn and stable, I believe, are both part of the amenity package12

specifically.13

COMMISSIONER MAY: That's part of your conditions14

or is it part of the proposed amenities? I was reading over that15

and I didn't see it.16

MR. ALTMAN: Our recommendation --17

MS. STEINGASSER: It is not our recommendation. It18

is not in the application itself but the applicant has testified19

to it this evening.20

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.21

MS. STEINGASSER: And it is still being worked out,22

the specifics.23

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. You don't have to respond24

to this now but the other question I have that came up before had25
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to do with all the antennas. It is a fortunate coincidence that1

we have the person who did antennas in the report, that we will2

be discussing in a while, actually did this report so I look3

forward to hearing what you have to say about antennas in some4

detail.5

MS. STEINGASSER: I have not seen a detailed6

antenna plan for this building. What I have seen is what is in7

this application. I have been assured there will be no8

additional towers on the site. The antennas as I see through the9

renderings appear to be in compliance with what would be10

permitted in the C2 zone. Beyond that I could not comment.11

I would add, however, that antennas as a regulated12

use in the zoning regulations are under the umbrella of a planned13

unit development. If the antenna plan is acceptable to the14

Commission, the Commission can include it within the PUD15

acceptance.16

COMMISSIONER MAY: So, in other words, we can17

request a detailed antenna plan and then you can give us a more18

detailed opinion on it if that's --19

MS. STEINGASSER: You could. Not speaking for the20

applicant but I imagine prior to knowing exactly what their21

equipment is, it may be difficult for the type of detail that22

would be necessary to evaluate one-to-one setbacks and these kind23

of things at this stage of the came for the type of equipment24

that goes into the facilities. Certainly within the general25
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area, if they could identify that, we could look at that.1

COMMISSIONER MAY: Given the antenna heavy use of2

the building roof top here, I guess what I'm wondering is whether3

by approving the PUD are we approving that anyway. It seems to4

me what is being developed by the Office of Planning right now in5

terms of antenna regulation should be considered here.6

If we are just doing it based on the sketches that7

we see so far, we probably need to exclude it from what we8

approve here or we need to have that antenna plan. Does that9

make sense?10

MS. STEINGASSER: It makes perfect sense.11

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. I don't know which way we12

go but we'll ponder that.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Do you have a recommendation?14

MS. STEINGASSER: I think it would be in everyone's15

best interest if we could get some type of antenna plan.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right.17

MS. STEINGASSER: I will work with the applicant18

tomorrow to try to define with them what could help us best19

understand their plan.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And the thing is why don't you21

see what you can put together and we'll proceed as if we could22

have an antenna plan. If it proves to be unworkable, then you23

could recommend that we exclude that specifically from the24

approval.25
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MS. STEINGASSER: If I could put the applicant at1

rest, there are other administrative ways to get the antennas2

approved outside of this.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Anything else?4

COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you. That's it.5

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Anybody else?6

Mr. Hannaham.7

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Just one quickie. I just8

wanted to ask about the campus study, the planning study for the9

campus and if you started soliciting bids for a consultant or10

someone to help to pull it all together.11

Office of Planning's record that I have seen in12

other projects around the city have been very good so I would13

expect that you would certainly be included the community at the14

early stages. In fact, the solicitation itself would be one of15

the requirements whoever you brought on board to do this.16

I just wanted to confirm that would be the case and17

for the benefit of people in the community here who had expressed18

some reservations about being up to date about what was going on19

with respect to the UCC, this is not going to happen with regard20

to the larger campus planning.21

MR. ALTMAN: We are very fortunate that we have the22

funding to undertake a master plan for the east campus. But we23

are also going to be looking at the west campus as well which is24

under federal ownership so we would be looking at the entire St.25
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Elizabeth's campus. It's about 300 acres.1

We will be doing that through a community process.2

We anticipate it will be about a nine-month process. We are3

going to launch that sometime over the summer. There will be a4

community advisory committee that we will establish to guide that5

process.6

We'll have community based workshops so it will be7

a very community intensive -- we anticipate a very community8

intensive process that we will be undertaking. We actually have9

a kickoff the first week of May that we are organizing now.10

The Urban Land Institute is going to be coming in11

during a week-long panel. There will be community participation12

in that process. That's just very preliminary recommendations,13

not a plan but jut to get it going. We are really looking14

forward to it.15

It will be the first time there will actually be a16

community planning process in something that the neighborhood17

that I've heard over and over since going out there and to the18

many ANC meetings that said we want a planning process for St.19

Elizabeth's. This is the time to do it.20

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Especially the western21

side. Is the western campus being done for the feds or for D.C.?22

MR. ALTMAN: Well, the federal campus is under the23

stewardship of the General Services Administration right now but24

we worked out an agreement with them whereby the planning process25
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we are going to do for the entire campus including east and west1

will determine what the vision for this site is, what the2

direction should be, and General Services will then have to3

determine how the federal government will dispose of the site but4

it's clearly going to establish that through this community based5

process.6

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. That's great.7

MR. ALTMAN: It's a complicated site obviously.8

It's historic. It's landmark.9

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: It's beautiful, too,10

especially the western fringe overlooking the city. Thank you11

very much.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Hannaham.13

Mr. Parsons.14

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Mr. Altman, do you have any15

knowledge as to whether the funds are in place to build this16

building?17

MR. ALTMAN: I would really turn that over to the18

applicant. They are really much more current with the status of19

funding.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Maybe you can ask that as21

follow-up at the end.22

Anybody else?23

MR. ALTMAN: I was going to say Suzanne Peck here24

is the Chief Technology Officer.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We'll pick it up on the back1

end. Thank you.2

Okay. Any questions from the applicant for the3

Office of Planning? Any questions from the ANC representatives4

for the Office of Planning? Any questions? Okay. Thank you.5

In terms of reports of other agencies, is there6

anyone representing any other agency that would like to testify7

or deliver a report? We have in the record Council Member Allan8

has submitted a letter in support. We have a letter from the9

Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice.10

Ms. Giordano, you had mentioned the letter from, I11

think, Mental Health, a Mr. Nisely. I don't have a copy of that.12

MS. GIORDANO: Ms. Nisely.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Oh, Ms. Sorry.14

MS. GIORDANO: I think we submitted it for the15

record. Didn't we? I can submit another copy.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Just determine with Mr.17

Bastida's assistance or Ms. Sanchez.18

MS. GIORDANO: It is part of a package of19

materials.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Am I correct we do not21

have a response yet from DDOT? Okay.22

Any other reports of government agencies anybody is23

aware of? All right.24

Now we will move to -- maybe both ANC25
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representatives could come forward together and we'll take the1

reports of the Advisory Neighborhood Commission. At this point I2

would just like to say it's almost 10:00. We would very much3

like to finish this as close to 11:00 as possible.4

I know the ANC has some concerns and hopefully some5

of the things you've heard this evening will have allayed some of6

those concerns. Then when we call up persons in support and7

persons in opposition, I'm going to ask you to be as brief as8

possible and not to be redundant. Ladies, I'll let you decide9

who goes first.10

MS. GLOVER: First let me say that I as well as my11

other 8A commissioners are in full support of UCC building on the12

east campus of St. E. Our main concern, of course, was the fly-13

ash and the health of the mentally ill because that is what St.14

E. has historically been about. As a community, as well as15

community leaders, these are issues that we have to deal with.16

Everyone that I spoke with about this project again17

supported it because hopefully the center being in our backyard18

we might be the first people responded to with 911 calls opposed19

to last. We would really like to see this. This is a good20

thing.21

However, Commissioner Alfonso Freeman had surgery22

and he is not able to be here tonight but he was the person that23

first brought this fly-ash to my attention. He lived through24

this fortunately. Many of his neighbors died.25
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We're talking about perhaps a 10-block radius of1

people dying and many people felt it was due to the disturbance2

of the fly-ash while it was deposited there initially. That is3

not something as a commissioner I can take lightly. It has4

nothing to do with the building. It is just the environmental5

issue. I can't stress that enough.6

The reason why we would like to have an independent7

study done is because people don't have a lot of respect for a8

lot of the developers and city leaders that have come east of the9

river with these type projects because they were never telling10

the truth in many instances. Again, I don't have the background11

but I certainly know the people that do.12

A perfect example, half of what we heard here13

tonight concerning positive things that my community would14

benefit from this is the first we've heard of it. To me it15

sounds like a bunch of smoke to the degree that it's said because16

it sounds good and it makes other parties look good. We would17

not accept anything of that nature without an MOU in place that18

has been agreed upon by community leaders of Ward 8. Thank you.19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.20

MS. CUTHBERT: Good evening. I'm Mary Cuthbert21

from ANC-8C. I'm not going -- do I have to read my testimony22

that I sent in to you all?23

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: No.24

MS. CUTHBERT: I'll just go through the latter25
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part. Like Commissioner Glover stated, our main part was1

environmental. I hand delivered a package from URS regarding the2

ash. I want to read a little part that he said about this ash.3

It's on page 3, the first paragraph.4

"The attached results only represent the5

characteristic of the soil ash at the location sampled and are6

not necessarily representative of the soil ash in other locations7

on the subject site. It is possible that the disposal facility8

will require additional waste characterization testing at this9

time of disposal. When they dispose of it, they have to do some10

additional testing. That's our concern.11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.12

MS. CUTHBERT: That's our biggest concern. The13

second thing that disturbed me very much about this project --14

and many of you know me. I've been active in the community for15

over 30 years -- this is the first time that the community is16

truly not aware of this project.17

Yes, they have a list of all the meetings on page18

15 that they attended. They jumped in. When I say jumped in,19

you have a meeting and someone will call you the night before,20

"We're going to bring the UCC project so come." They only had a21

few minutes to testify.22

One of our largest meeting of community is the Ward23

8 meeting held on Saturday. We gave them two minutes to speak.24

Is the community aware of this project? You can go up on Martin25
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Luther King Avenue and find out.1

What I would like for this board to do for us2

before they approve this project, which we know is going to be3

approved, request that they meet with the full community and give4

us the facts. I didn't see this until tonight. No one has seen5

the rendering of this building.6

The questions that the community asked, they never7

answered the questions. They had one meeting on January 17th8

directly across from my house at the National Children's Center9

and they paid someone to give them out but they didn't give it to10

the residents in Wilbern Muse nor the residents from up and down11

the street to attend.12

There were 15 people there. What made it so bad,13

our economic development director Edgar Price was there and you14

know people always say he never comes out. We only had 1515

people. The community really don't know what's going on.16

When they came to my ANC meeting we had maybe 1017

people. Is the community really aware where you can put out a18

meeting, we're going to discuss the UCC project where they can19

really ask questions and know that something is going to be built20

on the east campus of St. Elizabeth's.21

The ash, I forgot about it until I saw Al Freeman.22

My personal feeling you can build and don't do anything about23

that ash, but I'll say within two years you'll see some people24

sick and dying. That is Mary Cuthbert's personal feeling and25
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experience that I have known some of the people on Pommeroy Road1

who have died.2

This ash is not something to play with. We had the3

same concern when Mitchell was getting ready to build the green4

line to Congress Heights. That was our biggest concern. They5

were going to initially go over the ash and then they decided to6

cut over. That's our concern, that it involves a mental health7

safety hazard. That's our biggest concern.8

Also people are concerned about the antennas. They9

never discussed this. There will be no antennas for the few10

people who attend these meetings. We would like for them to come11

back and give us a full picture. They always come to Ward 8 and12

give us a piece of a picture like we're dumb, stupid and ignorant13

and don't know what's going on. We would like a full picture of14

the development.15

I had to call Mr. Batisda to get a copy of this16

hearing. I didn't get one in the mail. He had to fax it to me17

and then mail it to me. Trying to avoid Mary Cuthbert? I would18

like to say to this UCC task, Mary Cuthbert is everywhere.19

I love my community and anyone who know me know I20

am everywhere. I love my community and that's what we would like21

for this. We're going to do a MOU with them and sit down. We22

can discuss the plans with the ANCs. They are surrounded by23

three ANCs, A, B, and C. Unfortunately B had to leave. Let's24

sit down and talk. We can communicate. We can compromise.25
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Everything don't have to be your way and everything1

don't have to be ours but we can compromise and the community2

will benefit a little something. This is a dated community and3

we're not going to really gain much out of it but it might bring4

some economic development and you won't be hearing me hollering5

about a supermarket. Thank you.6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Let's see if any7

of the Commissioners have any questions for you. Any questions8

from the Commission?9

Mr. May.10

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes. I have just a quick11

question. One of the meetings that was cited was an ANC-8C12

meeting on November 7th. It also references an earlier meeting13

in July of 2001. Did those meetings actually occur?14

MS. CUTHBERT: Jump-in meetings. Those are my15

regular meetings and it wasn't planned for UCC. When I say jump16

in, I'm having a meeting --17

COMMISSIONER MAY: So there was no known notice to18

the community that was going to be on the agenda?19

MS. CUTHBERT: That's right. That's what I mean.20

COMMISSIONER MAY: You normally notify everyone21

what the agenda is in some fashion and that was not on the22

agenda?23

MS. CUTHBERT: Yes. Especially something like24

that. That would definitely be our priority where we would spend25
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great time in discussing that issue because St. Elizabeth will be1

in 8C in the next election in November. Right now it's in 8A.2

It's on the borderline so we're working together because we know3

it's going to jump into 8C but it still affects the whole4

community.5

All of these meetings, and I attend most of them6

except the ANCs, the Ward 8 meetings, all of them, Congress7

Heights Civic Association, the Mayor Townhall Meeting, and they8

didn't discuss that. The UCC Ward 8 meeting was held at Covenant9

House when I said it was 15 people. All these meetings. They10

were jump-in meetings. They weren't planned meetings.11

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.12

MS. CUTHBERT: That's important.13

COMMISSIONER MAY: With the one meeting there were14

15 people and that was the Ward 8 community meeting?15

MS. CUTHBERT: No. That was the UCC meeting and16

they called the meeting. They didn't have the --17

COMMISSIONER MAY: That was the January 17th18

meeting?19

MS. CUTHBERT: Right. They did not give us the20

respect as the ANC when was the best time to have the meeting.21

The flyers are to let people know they were having a Townhall22

meeting. They just disrespect us. They had a meeting and23

someone called me and said, "Mary, there's a meeting across the24

street."25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

130

COMMISSIONER MAY: That's all I have. Thank you.1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Hannaham.2

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I find this very3

disturbing. I've been on the ANC Commission as one of the4

charter members I think I remember you in some of the activities5

we used to do down in Ward 7 and 8. I think they were mostly6

crime related activities.7

MS. CUTHBERT: Right.8

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: The old ORC or something9

like that. I can't remember the acronym. I do think that this10

should be a wakeup call, especially with respect to the issues11

that concern us here in the community. I think that if you were12

to ask the applicant that has represented us to do something that13

is well planned and would be very informative, I think you can14

get it done now.15

There is no reason why the community shouldn't be16

as updated as to the status of this particular project as we have17

been given information tonight. I think you should go from there18

and I think you will find them responsive.19

The Director of the Office of Planning is still20

sitting here. He has also indicated that there is another big21

thing happening. The whole campus is going to be looked at in22

terms of long-range planning and this is the time for you folks23

to really get in in the beginning and stay the course.24

MS. CUTHBERT: We need to be included but for some25
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reason this group don't think that the community should be1

involved. The ANC should not be fully involved. They give us2

piecemeal instead of working with us with the full picture. We3

are intelligent to make decisions on how we would like to see4

things and what would benefit the community and the city as a5

whole.6

I don't know why they just refuse to meet with us7

and that is what I am recommending, that they have a full8

community meeting. I have no problems in giving out the flyers,9

no problems in encouraging people to come to participate so at10

least a large number of the residents will be aware of what is11

coming up on St. Elizabeth's east campus.12

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I agree. I don't see any13

reason why that shouldn't happen. I don't see any reason why14

tonight you can't get a final commitment to do that from people15

who are representing the applicant here tonight.16

MS. CUTHBERT: Thank you.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Anybody else?18

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Madam Chair, let me just19

ask these two ladies first, when you did find out about UCC, did20

you have a district meeting in your own community with the21

knowledge that you did have? Did you take that to your22

constituents?23

MS. CUTHBERT: No, we did not. I don't hold single24

member district as the chair. I tend to hold the regular25
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meetings. I don't go into single member district because of the1

time frame. We try to have one general meeting. In my2

commission 8C we try not to do single member district meetings.3

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Let me ask the young lady.4

I forgot your name.5

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Ms. Glover.6

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Ms. Glover. Thank you.7

Ms. Glover, obviously this is in your ANC, right?8

MS. GLOVER: At present. Yes, sir.9

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: At present. Right. I10

understand. When the redistricting takes place it's going to11

switch. For right now the SND commissioner did they -- I12

understand it may not have come full fledged to you but you were13

aware of the UCC at some point in time. Did you have a single14

member district meeting on the knowledge that you had up front?15

MS. GLOVER: Also this came out during our monthly16

meeting that a public meeting is for out constituents. We call17

it our monthly meeting.18

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Monthly meeting.19

MS. GLOVER: It's an open public meeting with20

community and all commissioners of 8A.21

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Ms. Glover, I'm well aware.22

I'm just trying to get to a point about the SND because23

sometimes -- I'm not pointing any blame but sometimes ANC24

commissioners -- I'm a former community leader myself so I know25
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how hard it is sometimes to get the word out.1

Also it is our duty to make sure the knowledge that2

we have, even though it may not be what you heard here tonight,3

that we make an attempt to give our constituents the vast4

knowledge that we have so we can try to move forward as a5

collective group. That's what I was trying to find out. Has6

that happened?7

Even though you may not have had the full scope of8

what you had here tonight, did you as an ANC commissioner who9

took the oath to do the part that you could do to your10

constituents at least give them the knowledge that you had?11

MS. GLOVER: Okay. An example of getting the word12

out, I presently reside in South Place Homes. It's a townhouse13

co-op in southeast and we have a board of directors and we have14

meetings within our community. This is a community that involves15

62 homes.16

This information part of the ash situation and17

other aspects of the ash situation were brought out at a18

community meeting at my co-op. My community actually in meetings19

that I may not have organized but certainly attend, they were the20

ones bringing in that information to me because I was not a21

resident of southeast when this ash situation first occurred. It22

was the community at various community meetings that were23

bringing the knowledge to me and then I spread it as I attend24

other meetings and get other people's opinion.25
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My personal opinion, yes, I think that the center1

and the ash situation was throughout the community because this2

is an old community in terms of residents. Most people that have3

been there have been in that area for 20, 30, 35 years so they4

knew about this to bring it to us. Yes, sir.5

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Let me just say that I was6

concerned about the environmental issues but then I started7

thinking folks that are going to be working around there, I would8

hope that study would be done. If the ANC is going to move9

forward with an independent study, I would encourage you to do10

that.11

I'm hoping that you find the same thing that is in12

here in the record because I think this is a plus for the city.13

The question I asked earlier about the communication piece, this14

is a prime opportunity for Ward 8 and especially in that area to15

chime in on this piece the same way Ward 5 is doing on the16

technology campus at McKinley.17

Technology is where it's going in helping young18

folks so I employ you and I encourage you to sit at the table and19

we are going to hopefully follow suit with what Mr. Hannaham said20

and make sure that you all are at the table. Not just you all21

but the young folks in that neighborhood also, Balou High School22

and the like, because technology is where it's going.23

I think this is a prime piece and hopefully if it's24

approved by this Commission and others, then we need to move25
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forward on this because this is a key piece to move into the1

future. I would encourage you to do the best you can and pull2

everybody together and work together and let's make it work.3

MS. CUTHBERT: Commissioner Hood, you're thinking4

on the same line we are. That's why we want a full community5

meeting so people can come together and understand what's being6

put there and how it will affect and benefit the community. We7

did not say we oppose it. What we are looking at is the safety8

and the environmental issue because technology is the 21st9

century and we have to move into it fast.10

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Thank you.11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Let's see if the applicant has12

anything. Anybody else from the Commission?13

MS. GLOVER: Excuse me.14

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes?15

MS. GLOVER: I would like to say one other thing16

for anyone here that's not aware of this. Part of the issues17

concerning an independent study headed by us and whomever we18

choose is because when this fly-ash was initially discovered, the19

developers at the time had gotten the go ahead from their20

environmental people that this stuff was not a hazard to the21

community or the workers and it was a go.22

Then when Greenpeace came in and did an independent23

study for the commissioners, the ANC commissioners at that24

present time, their findings were the opposite. Not perhaps25
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totally but they were the opposite. That's very controversial1

and it's very serious.2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Do you have that3

documentation?4

MS. GLOVER: We're talking about something that5

happened about 15 years ago.6

MS. CUTHBERT: It happened in 1988. I remember.7

MS. GLOVER: Greenpeace does not have their8

findings but it halted -- the study halted them from disturbing9

this. It was the subway and they decided instead of putting the10

community and workers at risk, they redid their plans and built11

around this and it was not disturbed based on the two differing12

studies. It would be impossible for us to ignore that history13

and just say, "Okay, this is such a wonderful thing for Ward 814

let's go." Can't do it.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right.16

Ms. Giordano, do you have any questions for the ANC17

folks?18

MS. GIORDANO: I was just going to ask the same19

question you asked.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Just come forward to make sure21

we get you on the mic.22

MS. GIORDANO: I'm sorry. We would also be curious23

to know. We've heard about the study, too, but we --24

MS. GLOVER: And we are trying to find someone who25
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has the actual study.1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Does anybody at Metro? Have2

you approached Metro?3

MS. GIORDANO: We submitted a study that Metro4

commissioned.5

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: If whatever this Greenpeace6

study is led to Metro changing its route configuration, then they7

might have a copy of it.8

MS. GIORDANO: I mean, we've heard it's9

Greenpeace. It might have been somebody else.10

MS. GLOVER: It's Greenpeace. I've already spoken11

to the people and the person that conducted this and spearheaded12

it for them is no longer with the company but it's Greenpeace, G-13

R-E-E-N-P-E-A-C-E, Greenpeace.14

MS. GIORDANO: I'll try to find some information15

from Metro.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Thank you. Did you17

have any other questions?18

MS. GIORDANO: No.19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Thank you, ladies.20

Now we are going to go to -- let me just ask you do21

you know if -- I don't know if it's Ms. or Mr. Patterson from 8B.22

Did you say 8B? Okay. Mr. Freeman is not coming. He's ill?23

Okay. Just wanted to see. I have a list of persons that want to24

testify in support.25
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I'm just going to ask again one of the things you1

can do to help the project at this point is by not speaking very2

long so that we can conclude the hearing tonight. I'll call up3

folks in panels of three and, again, if you have a written4

statement and want to submit that and then give a very5

abbreviated oral testimony, that's what we're looking for at this6

point.7

Dr. Bridges. Okay. Dr. Bridges left. Gene8

Kinlow. William Lockridge. Is Mr. Lockridge here? Tracy9

Morris. Not here? Okay. Robert Yeldel. Sharika Johnson.10

Roger Richard -- Richmond. Okay. Then I have some other folks11

that maybe had signed up in case. Mr. Edwards, Mr. Roy from12

OCTO, Mr. Alami, and Mr. Hameed. We have a full panel.13

Let's see. Are you representing an organization14

tonight? Yes. I just want to get the timing right before we15

start.16

MR. KINLOW: I represent a few. We'll just start17

off with the Far Southwest Civic Association.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. I think each of these19

folks is representing an organization so they will each get five20

minutes. What is TDC?21

MS. JOHNSON: Telecommunications Development22

Corporation.23

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. What is CWS?24

MR. HAMEED: Computer World Services Corporation.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Five minutes each. Mr.1

Kinlow.2

MR. KINLOW: Okay. I'll read my testimony. I'm3

Eugene DeWitt Kinlow. I'm a resident of Ward 8. I'm the4

Executive Director of the Washington East Foundation, an5

organization that is dedicated to building sustainable6

communities east of the river.7

I'm a board member of the East River Community8

Newspaper and the Ward 8 coalition, a planning advocacy9

organization. By reference, I'm a member of the D.C.10

Preservation League and the Sierra Club.11

I am the Chair of the Technology Committee at UDC12

where I am a trustee as well and I've heard a lot about13

technology. I would like to say that we are appreciative of14

what's happening east of the river at St. E. on the east campus15

with respect to the UCC.16

I just want to say before I get into my testimony17

that I've seen the presentation probably about four times so far.18

I'm a board member of the Anacostia Coordinating Council and19

they presented there. I'm a member of the Far Southwest Civil20

Association of which I am president. They presented at my21

meeting and we went on record supporting this.22

The East River Community Development Corporation, I23

attended one of their meetings. I made a presentation and they24

presented there as well. I've seen the presentation many times.25
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I'm here today to offer my support over the Unified1

Communication Center. This project, if approved, will be the2

District government's largest single structural investment in3

Ward 8 at a time when an investment is sorely needed.4

I support the UCC concept for the following three5

reasons. The UCC as designed will consolidate the command and6

control functions of fire, police, emergency, medical, 911, 311,7

and the 727-1000 call center.8

It's my understanding that such consolidation in9

the state of our facility will increase efficiency of such10

services, lead to improved service delivery to residents, and11

faster response times from our public agencies.12

The UCC's use as a control command center is13

preferred over present decentralized systems that lack in the14

delivery of coordinated emergency communications. The new UCC15

will provide the District with the nation's premiere emergency16

communication service delivery and provide a secure17

communications environment.18

The second reason that I would support the UCC is19

that it will provide an economic anchor for development that will20

serve to bolster a community that has recently suffered for lack21

of investment such as the Reeve Center provided for the U Street22

corridor.23

With such an important anchor in our community, the24

UCC will serve as a catalyst for future private and public25
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investment. It's my hope that the UCC in conjunction with the1

Anacostia Waterfront initiative at Poplar Point and transit2

oriented development enhancement at the Anacostia and Congress3

Heights Station will serve to provide a synergy that will create4

opportunities for increased investment, new home owners that work5

in the community, and increased utilization of our local and6

small businesses.7

The third reason that I support the UCC concept is8

that the community can benefit by the building in of community9

benefits such as first source employment opportunities creating10

mentoring and intern opportunities and job development for local11

high schools including Anacostia and Balou.12

Creating new historic preservation opportunities13

for the four historic cottages in the UCC footprint and by14

providing an environmental cleanup of the fly-ash and other15

environmental detriments.16

Of the numerous community benefits discussed as a17

component of this project, I whole heartedly endorse developing18

apprenticeship programs so the residents can obtain good training19

that will lead to jobs for our residents.20

I also endorse a commitment by the city to provide21

contracting opportunities to local small and disadvantaged22

businesses. Additionally, I'm hopeful that the UCC working with23

representatives of public works and the Department of Health will24

begin to work on cleaning up the environmental problems that have25
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plagued the east campus.1

I have been assured that the fly-ash and soot will2

be remediated. I implore the city to keep the lines of3

communication open, no pun intended, to facilitate a well-rounded4

package of community benefits.5

A couple of points I wanted to make before I leave.6

A couple of things came to mind. I would recommend that the7

city develop a MOU with entities including the ANCs and perhaps8

the CDCs to codify all the elements of job training and create a9

real relationship with those community elements.10

Second, the cottages. I think we probably don't11

have to destroy two of the cottages. I think there are other12

options and would urge those in charge to consult a national13

trust for historic preservation and the D.C. preservation league14

and consider options outside of the footprint or the campus, or15

even consider cottages on the west campus.16

It's my understanding that they are historic and17

they've been around probably since the early part of -- I think18

about 1910 or so. Something can happen to save those cottages.19

I heard we're going to save two and probably eliminate two. I20

think there are options for them and I think we can look further.21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Could you just briefly give us22

your last point because you're out of time.23

MR. KINLOW: Okay. Sorry. Parking lot. I think24

perhaps we could use low-impact development to reduce runoff.25
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That's my testimony. Thank you.1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. If you just keep2

your seat until everyone testifies and we'll get questions then.3

Ms. Johnson.4

MS. JOHNSON: Good evening, Chairman Mitten, and5

members of the Commission. My name is Sharika Johnson and I am6

representing Telecommunications Development Corporation. TDC is7

an IT consulting firm initiated and currently based in the8

District of Columbia. TDC is a certified local, small, and9

disadvantaged business enterprise with headquarters at 1919 13th10

Street NW.11

I am here today to testify in support of the UCC12

project. The UCC project will afford various contracting13

opportunities for LSDBE and other local firms, specifically in14

the area of information technology and telecommunications.15

The significant technology component of this16

project prevents unique opportunities for both small and large17

technology firms. Most importantly, it provides critical18

infrastructure to act as a catalyst for other technology19

initiatives east of the river.20

TDC is currently providing IT project management,21

radio communications, and project scheduling services for the UCC22

project. In addition to these service opportunities, I am23

likewise here to testify that the applicant, the Office of the24

Chief Technology Officer, and TWR, the prime contractor, had been25
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expressedly diligent in office operations and support regarding1

the LSDBE opportunities, as well as TDC.2

Specifically, OCTO and TWR have been diligent in3

ensuring timely procurement processes, as well as timely payment.4

As we all know, procurement and AP issues are the most critical5

to the survivability of small businesses and an effective LSDBE6

program must focus on these issues just as diligently as it7

presents and affords contracting opportunities.8

Again, I am here and want to express my strong9

support for the UCC project and urge the Commission to approve10

this PUD application put forth by the Office of the Chief11

Technology Officer. Thank you.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms. Johnson.13

Mr. Hameed.14

MR. HAMEED: Good evening, Chairman Mitten and15

member of the Commission. I'm Sid Hameed. I'm the Vice16

President of Computer World Services. We're an IT consulting17

firm located here in the District in Ward 2. We are a small18

disadvantaged firm.19

I'm here to testify for the UCC project. For IT20

firms like CWS the UCC project represents a prime technology21

contracting opportunity and ability to grow and gain experiences22

in fast growing fields which is one of the goals of the LSD23

program overall.24

The District's LSDBE program has been successful25
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for CWS and other firms within the program. Based upon the UCC1

project and tested outreach efforts, including a successful2

contracting opportunity fair which was held April 16 where there3

were over 200 attendees learning about the UCC project.4

I have confidence in OCTO being committed to5

provide LSDBE opportunities to IT and construction firms. These6

service opportunities along with other benefits like public7

safety improvements, economic development make this a much needed8

project.9

The UCC project will provide a variety of10

contracting opportunities for LSDBE firms and other local firms,11

especially in the area of information technology,12

telecommunications, and construction.13

The significant technology component of this14

project represents a unique opportunity for local technology15

firms like CWS. These contracting opportunities result in16

outcomes of expense critical to small businesses and success for17

the LSDBE program overall.18

Again, I would like to express my strong support19

for the UCC project and OCTO and urge the Commission to approve20

the PUD zoning application submitted by the Office of Chief21

Technology Officer. Thank you.22

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Hameed.23

Before we go to questions, I would just encourage you if you have24

written testimony to submit it for the record. You can give that25
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to Mr. Bastida.1

Any questions from the Commission for this panel?2

Mr. Hannaham.3

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Mr. Kinlow, I have found4

your statements very interesting. You mentioned something about5

an MOU that you would recommend. Could you expand on that a6

little bit?7

MR. KINLOW: I think one of the concerns of the8

community is that there's talk of jobs but there needs to be an9

entity that is able to control, or at least to monitor. I think10

if an MOU was designed with either OCTO or between OCTO, DOES,11

and perhaps the ANCs there would be an understanding at the12

grassroots level and the community level of exactly what was13

happening in terms of the deliverables, the jobs and job14

training.15

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. You didn't seem to16

have any problem in keeping abreast of the development of this17

particular case. You've attended briefings on it in other18

incidences as you mentioned. I wonder whether you could provide19

any advice to others in the community on how you kept abreast,20

No. 1.21

You've got these skills and you're a facilitator22

and you move around a lot, but is there anything you can pass on23

to your colleagues, your neighbors, that might help them a little24

bit to get a sense of how you stay abreast of this dynamic?25
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MR. KINLOW: Mr. Hannaham, I'm not going to touch1

that.2

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay.3

MR. KINLOW: But I do get around a lot and I am a4

member of many organizations so it's my job to fulfill my5

function to these organizations and go to these meetings.6

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: One last thing. Did I hear7

you mention something about your having a role in technology?8

MR. KINLOW: I'm on the board of trustees at UDC.9

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Oh, you are?10

MR. KINLOW: I chair the technology committee.11

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Oh, the technology12

committee and the board of UDC. Okay. So that's a natural going13

back to some of the things that we discussed earlier.14

MR. KINLOW: We have developed a relationship with15

the UCC but earlier I heard comments indicating a relationship16

between Southeastern University and the High Tech High School.17

That was an old relationship. What has happened is UDC becomes18

the party with a high tech high school instead of Southeastern.19

That is something that has recently happened.20

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. That sounds21

reasonable. It seems to me as though UDC should be the lead in22

something like this in the first place. In fact, I think UDC23

should have more of a presence on our side of the river. This24

could be a serious beginning.25
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MR. KINLOW: I've asked as a member of the1

facilities and real estate committee last month to conduct a2

study on whether there is a need for an east of the river campus.3

Something like that should be forthcoming.4

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Right. Okay. Great. I5

look forward to a greater engagement of you and your fellow6

neighbors in that community, especially in the context of what we7

just learned tonight about the larger campus studies. This is8

huge. It can be extremely important and more than just link up,9

you know. It could mean something for everybody in the city. I10

think we really ought to take advantage of it. I thank you very11

much for your testimony.12

MR. KINLOW: Thank you.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Anybody else? Any14

questions from the Commission? Anybody else? Ms. Giordano, any15

questions?16

MS. GIORDANO: No.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Well, thank you18

all for being so patient.19

Any other individuals who would like to testify in20

support? I'm sorry. You know what? Ms. Cuthbert, did you have21

any questions for this panel?22

MS. CUTHBERT: No.23

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I'm sorry. I forgot. Any24

other persons who want to testify in support?25
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VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Madam Chair, I did have a1

question.2

Mr. Kinlow, I did have a question that just came3

back to me as the panel got up. Forgive me. This is almost in4

line with what Mr. Hannaham said that you said you weren't going5

to touch but it's a different approach.6

As someone who has heard this presentation a number7

of times, while you may not have heard it to this extent, would8

you say it was in line from what you heard in the community? I9

can tell you've been a community person for some time. Sometime10

what you hear out there is different from what happens here so I11

just need to know from you is it in line because you've heard it12

four or five times, I think.13

MR. KINLOW: Mr. Hood, you've been to many14

community meetings. I know in Ward 5 you've been to many and all15

around the city including Ward 8. When you come to Ward 8 and16

you present yourself in front of the community, they are going to17

ask you questions. They are going to ask you hard questions.18

I've seen many hard questions asked of19

representatives of OCTO and the UCC. Perhaps maybe not every20

question was asked but I've seen many difficult questions asked21

about what are the community benefits; what are the opportunities22

for jobs; how can the community participate in job creation and23

training opportunities; what are the relationships with the local24

schools.25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

150

I would dare say that I think many of the things1

that are included in the plan as community benefits were put in2

there not by accident but probably because people in the3

community asked for them.4

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. That leads me to my5

next piece. My colleagues will tell you that I've been talking6

about LSDBEs. This is basically to the whole panel. LSDBEs in7

the first hiring agreement -- first source hiring agreement. We8

are still looking for a model that we can approach. I'm just9

saying because you mentioned the deliverables.10

This Commission, at least this commissioner, is11

still looking for a model. Not that I can throw another12

applicant's face, but that I can mention to them and say, "Hey,13

look. It worked great here." So far I haven't seen it except on14

one or two occasions so I would employ this group to give us the15

model that we can go ahead and use in the future. Thank you.16

Thank you to the last panel.17

MR. KINLOW: I think monitoring performance is key18

and critical to the success of the deliverables for the community19

benefits. You need an entity that's going to be there that can20

monitor and relay that information to the community.21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Anyone else to22

testify in support? All right. Anyone to testify in opposition?23

Anyone to testify in opposition? Sir? You need to identify24

yourself for the record. Could you turn on the microphone,25
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please?1

DR. BRUCE: My name is Dr. John Bruce. Let me just2

get my little nick knacks over here if you don't mind.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Oh, those are yours. Okay.4

DR. BRUCE: Madam Chair and Honorable5

Commissioners, I work on the St. Elizabeth campus and I've heard6

a lot of information. Some was not correct. I don't know7

whether you had your facts right or not. I'm not going to go8

into that.9

My issue is not so much not supporting or10

supporting your UCC project. I think technology is always good.11

I just want you to understand this evening, and that's why I12

waited here all night even though I worked all day, I want you to13

understand that we have an active project going on on that campus14

which is called the Moses Urban Gardening Project.15

This project has been in existence for 10 years.16

The reason I'm sitting here tonight is because you are going to17

build on the ground that we have nurtured for the last 10 years18

working with young people, and I have a whole series of19

approximately 100 pictures and I will share these with you.20

Roughly around 100 pictures that we've had young kids as young as21

nursery all the way up through adolescent stage because I work22

with children.23

I specialize in working with children in Southeast24

Washington, D.C. who have for the most part emotional disturbance25
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and they also have a lot of difficulty with work ethics. I hear1

you talking about all this high tech. A lot of these single2

parents are not even high school graduates. They are high school3

dropouts with six or seven children.4

I'm just sitting here thinking that this project5

had furnished an opportunity for many of these young people to6

learn basic work skills because you learn a lot of things from7

working on a garden in addition to the therapeutic value that you8

have.9

Now, even though I work for the government, I have10

been funded by the Cutler Foundation. I don't know if you are11

familiar with the Cutler Foundation but they fund a lot of12

innovative programs that people start in the community.13

I have also been funded by the United Planning14

Organization in which the United Planning Organization paid15

salaries for a lot of these young people. I have ten young16

persons and we provide services for approximately 200 in this17

approximately two-acre place that we have been gardening in for18

the last 10 years. Ten years would be in 2003. We started in19

1993. I just really want to share this. I want you to see the20

pictures. I'm not going to take a lot of your time.21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: If you give them to us, then22

they have to stay in the record. Are you comfortable with that?23

DR. BRUCE: You can't just look at them?24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Once you give them to us, they25
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have to stay in the record.1

DR. BRUCE: I'll hold them up them.2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Sure, but they won't be in the3

record.4

DR. BRUCE: I just wanted you to see some of the5

fresh veggies and the children that we work with in the6

community. We have the adolescents. It's unfortunate I can't7

leave them with you. You really should see this.8

We had a person who was specialized in home9

economics, a lady who now lives in Oklahoma, and she actually10

taught canning to the parents. At the end of the harvest time we11

would have a large event which we call the Octoberfest and we12

would feed approximately 200 people and take the money that we13

have made because we sell these products.14

These are just a couple of products that were left15

over. We have approximately 40 different products of produce16

that we grew ourselves. Most of these things were grown with the17

children as well as these adolescents and some of the staff also18

helped out.19

Basically this was an active ongoing project in the20

area. As far as the communication about UCC, I have not heard21

anything from Nisely at all about the closing of this particular22

gardening project which has been in existence through several23

different commissioners.24

I just want you to know that there was a project25
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going on there. My concern is that if you are going to build,1

which you probably will, then I would definitely like to know2

when are you going to start so we'll know whether or not we can3

do the garden this year or not.4

Secondly, I would like to know if you were to5

build, can we incorporate this in your new project. The third6

thing is, can you find another site possibly on campus. That's7

basically my testimony. Thank you very much.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Thank you. Just hold9

your seat for a minute and we'll see if any of the commissioners10

have any questions. It's Dr. Bruce?11

DR. BRUCE: John Bruce.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.13

DR. BRUCE: Clinical psychologist.14

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any questions for Dr. Bruce?15

Mr. May.16

COMMISSIONER MAY: I was just curious. Is it17

possible for you to point on this aerial photo to where your18

garden is actually?19

DR. BRUCE: Yes, sir. It's right at the -- yes, I20

know exactly. It's on the end of the -- I think it's on the side21

of the administration where they are having the administrative22

part. It's on the end of the building. It's down toward the23

shelter north.24

COMMISSIONER MAY: Toward the shelter.25
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DR. BRUCE: Yeah, toward the shelter. There's a1

road right there. I know they are obviously going to build2

another road into there because there's an access road that is3

already open. It's to the left of that access road. You see the4

cottage sitting on the right when you come in that gate? It's to5

the left of that. That whole area down that way is approximately6

two acres.7

COMMISSIONER MAY: I think we found it here. Thank8

you.9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any questions for Dr. Bruce?10

Mr. Hannaham.11

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I think it's a very12

commendable thing that you've been doing that you've just13

described. My feeling is there ought to be some way to14

accommodate you so you can continue. It's a huge campus.15

There's a lot of space.16

DR. BRUCE: That's true.17

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: You could probably indicate18

a fertile area outside of this proposed development that could be19

possible.20

DR. BRUCE: Yes, sir.21

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: You should be part of the22

dialogue for the larger picture, the study area for the east23

campus. You might be able to find a way to integrate your24

program as a permanent fixture, not just depending on somebody25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

156

else's needs for the property.1

DR. BRUCE: Right.2

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I would certainly hope you3

would be able to do that.4

DR. BRUCE: Yes, sir. Thank you.5

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Continue the good work that6

you're doing.7

DR. BRUCE: Thank you.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Parsons, did you have a9

question? Your mic is on.10

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I'm sorry.11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. When the applicant12

comes back up, we'll ask them about what their schedule is for13

construction so at least you'll have an answer about the growing14

season this year.15

DR. BRUCE: Okay. Thank you very much.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Any questions, Ms.17

Giordano? Okay.18

Thanks for coming down and bringing your wares. We19

wish you would submit those for the record.20

Ms. Cuthbert, did you have a question?21

MS. CUTHBERT: No.22

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Time for rebuttal, I23

think.24

MS. GIORDANO: I know it's quite late so we are25
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going to make this as short as possible. First of all, I wanted1

to submit for the record testimony from Dr. Bridges who is2

principal of Balou High School. He had come to testify in3

support of the project but he had to leave. He's probably got4

the toughest job of all of us tomorrow morning.5

First of all, on the issue of the project funding,6

I think there was a question from the Commission about that in7

the project schedule. I'm going to ask Ms. Peck to address8

those.9

MS. PECK: Till early in the spring the project was10

fully funded, fully capitally funded. Early in the spring there11

were city budget pressures. Across the board every agency was12

asked for a 15 percent give-back of their capital funds.13

Additionally they were asked for 2002 and 200314

give-backs as well and every agency did that as well across the15

board. Those funds on the capital budget side took somewhat for16

UCC full funding. This project is so important to the city that17

we are very focused on refunding those given up funds back to the18

project.19

We are up on the Hill looking for federal funding20

and we are within the District when times get even the tiniest21

bit better as they look like they may be doing now to have those22

capital funds returned to this project.23

In terms of the schedule, we have the building.24

This is a building and certainly from the Zoning Board's25
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perspective a very major building. From my perspective it's not1

a building. It's the solution to a problem and the problems are2

public safety response of these problems, efficiency problems,3

citizen response problems.4

In terms of schedule, the very first important date5

for me is the date occurring in June when we come inside a6

building that is not even there yet and begin to re-engineer all7

of the call taking and all of the dispatch operations, singular8

universal call take or dispatch operations and we begin those9

activities over at the McMillian Center.10

In terms of the building itself, the design11

condition will conform to life this year to commence construction12

in that same month and to complete construction moving in13

December of 2003.14

I would also, if I may take this opportunity, to15

say to Mrs. Cuthbert, I would very much welcome an all-ANC16

meeting in her ANC and we would be delighted to come anytime, any17

place to a meeting that she would like to have held and she has18

my absolute commitment to that.19

MS. GIORDANO: We wanted to address further also20

the issue of the community outreach. I just wanted to preface by21

saying that I think the applicant here followed the standard22

procedure which is to contact community leaders and ask if they23

can come to regularly scheduled or already scheduled meetings.24

They were told that they could and they used the time that was25
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allotted to them.1

They also went one step further and sponsored their2

own meeting which, again, is very standard. I don't think any3

disrespect was meant in doing that. I would like to ask the UCC4

group, Roger Richmond first, if you have anything to add to just5

briefly describe the process that you went through to participate6

in these meetings.7

MR. RICHMOND: My name is Roger Richmond. I am the8

technology manager for the UCC project. I and John Lecker were9

the primary members of the UCC project team attending the various10

community meetings.11

First and foremost, I would like to thank the12

Commission for the opportunity to speak. I would like to state13

for the record that we are very much committed to ensuring that14

we resolve any of the ANC issues that have been presented and as15

they have been presented, we are starting to work on those issues16

with regard to an overall plan which in part we will refer to as17

an MOU tonight.18

We have begun to draft a plan with regard to how we19

would continue the community outreach process and furthermore20

document in cooperation with the ANCs tangible benefits to the21

community and how they would be realized.22

We did not submit that for the record because we23

our intent -- it has been recently draft and our intent would be24

to come to an agreement with regard to the contents of that plan25
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with the ANCs before it is submitted as a part of the record. We1

have been in consultation with various community members2

regarding the contents of that plan so we will very soon be3

representing that to the ANCs.4

Secondly, with regard to meetings, we've been on5

the agenda for every meeting that we've attended with the6

exception of the Ward 8 democrats meeting. We were told we7

couldn't be on the agenda because it was full so we were able to8

speak under community concerns, I believe, but kind of an open9

items list of the agenda.10

We have maintained a log of all of our11

communications and all of our meetings and we likewise documented12

the issues and concerns that have been raised at each of these13

meetings. Some of those meetings we have been able to get on the14

agenda with a couple days notice and at some of those meetings it15

has been a week or more notice. It really has varied because we16

were trying to move very quickly through the community because17

they were very many meetings that were going on.18

I would like to conclude by saying that some of the19

concerns that have been raised by Commissioner Cuthbert with ANC-20

8C, we have her before us and speak to her quite often on the21

telephone. We have been trying to set up a meeting. We weren't22

able to set up a meeting with ANC-8C within the month prior to23

this hearing to address some of those concerns.24

I believe that is because the ANC was trying to get25
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together to vote on this very hearing. We are going to work1

diligently in the coming days to schedule those meetings and2

develop a documented plan to resolve these issues.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.4

Mr. Lecker, do you have anything to add?5

MR. LECKER: Yeah, I just want to add onto what6

Roger said regarding the portrayal or outreach efforts. This is7

an area that I'm quite passionate about because we were made8

aware of how important this was very early on. As Roger can9

attest, we spent many late nights at community meetings trying to10

get the word out.11

I think that we effectively did given the effort12

that we made in terms of trying to reach out. Was it perfect?13

Probably not but I certainly believe whole heartedly we did our14

due diligence in terms of reaching out and leaving phone numbers15

and leaving information with folks.16

We even had many senior district officials come17

along with us to show our commitment to the outreach effort, as18

Mary Cuthbert mentioned, Eric Price and Andy Altman and19

Jacqueline Flowers and Greg Iris and Lisa Morgan. We work20

consistently out there, Lisa, Roger, and I, meeting with the21

community trying to get the word out. Again, I think we did a22

very good job of that.23

MS. GIORDANO: Thank you. In conclusion, we are24

obviously not going to be asking for a bench decision tonight.25
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We understand we still have quite a bit of work to do here and1

that we have -- I'm sure you've made a list and I've been taking2

good notes -- a number of submissions to make including a grading3

plan.4

We need to take a serious look at some of the5

design issues that were raised by Mr. Parsons and Mr. May, an6

antenna plan, more detailed landscaping plan. We will probably7

wait to just hear the final list and maybe we could just caucus8

very briefly and get a sense of how long it might take us to pull9

that together and maybe we can make a suggestion for a time frame10

to get that done.11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Mr. Hood, you12

definitely have a question, and Mr. May looks like he has one13

too.14

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: You're getting good, Madam15

Chair. You knew I had a question. Anyway, I'm just concerned16

about the gardening project. Unfortunately, it slipped by me or17

was never mentioned. I think that is a key piece. I can tell18

you that gardeners take what they do very seriously and to be19

displaced sometimes is a problem. I'm wondering if you can make20

a commitment to at least try to find another place on site for21

them to continue gardening.22

MS. PECK: I actually looked at about a dozen of23

the hundred pictures and they will take your heart if you look at24

them. I would be glad to commit to speaking with Marty Nisely.25
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It cannot be at our place on campus because of security. I don't1

think you would any longer want it there. I would be glad to2

chat at Marty and see what it is we can do somewhere on the3

campus.4

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: If you would just provide5

something before we make a final approval. Let us know where you6

are with that because I think that's key. We don't want to just7

slight that because it's gardening. I mean, that's key. A lot8

of do eat. Thank you.9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yeah, we know you eat but not10

garden, right?11

Mr. May, did you have something?12

COMMISSIONER MAY: I want to echo the point that13

Commissioner Hood is making. This really isn't a question but it14

is really puzzling that after going through all this information,15

reading the information, getting the testimony and then the very16

last person who testifies says there's this garden project on the17

site which to me is a critical part.18

I mean, this even goes to the Office of Planning.19

Did I miss it in the report? Was it in the report? I would just20

like to have known that it was there and somehow it was being21

addressed. That was not done and that is unfortunate.22

Then I have a question for Commissioner Parsons.23

Do gardens make good setback?24

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I had the same thought. The25
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gardens are now, as I grasp it, in the future wet pond. It1

looked as though there was room right out in front of the2

building to have a garden but there are security problems, I3

guess. I don't know why. Maybe you could move the 10-foot fence4

for the kids for the garden.5

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: You can tell it's getting6

late. Maybe what we could just suggest is that in this larger7

planning process and given the historical significance of an8

agricultural component to St. Elizabeth's, that somehow this9

could be woven into a long-term plan. There perhaps is a short-10

term solution as well.11

Okay. Let's run through the list of additional12

submissions and then we'll set some time parameters.13

Mr. Bastida, do you want to go or do you want me to14

go?15

SECRETARY BASTIDA: You are the Chairman so it is16

your privilege. You want me to go first and then fusillade me?17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Whatever that word was, yeah.18

As long as I can do that in public.19

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Also at the end I have20

suggestions for time tables in order to meet the requirements of21

the Commission and see if you would be able to do so by those22

time tables.23

First, we need an update on the traffic impact24

study. We need in that traffic impact study the parking for the25
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large media building. We need building plans that depict the1

cooling towers even though Mr. Parsons seem to be satisfied with2

the cross-section that you saw. Would you like to have more3

information regarding that cross-section?4

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Yes, I would. The more I5

look at it, I was going to jump in here anyway and ask if this6

could be restudied. The ceilings are 15 feet and four inches7

high. I'm trying to get a 25-foot reduction. I'll just get8

right to it.9

I think your air conditioning and an enormous10

volume of space. Maybe if you weren't conditioning that much11

space the cooling tower could be lower. I'm not an architect but12

it just seems to me it's just too much building for what you13

need.14

Of course, I'm concerned about that shape on the15

Suitland Parkway. This is the gateway to the nation's capitol16

and it should be as pure in woods as it could be. Thank you.17

SECRETARY BASTIDA: In addition, on those building18

plans we would like a study of the antennas and see how they19

could really not be seen from the public right of way. Remember20

that for a consolidated PUD in architecture terms it's 30 percent21

completion is what is required in order for the Commission to22

have a comfort level to be able to understand the project to its23

maximum.24

We need a landscape plan that has the topography,25
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that has all the security systems, that has the lighting1

fixtures. We need a schedule of lighting fixtures, schedules of2

vegetation, caliber, and type of trees that you are going to3

plant.4

Also, it might be helpful to have a cross-section5

that, in fact, will depict the security barriers and how they6

relate to each other because it seems to have been a confusion7

about the degree of plants and the height they measure.8

I think it would be best to have the Commission's9

final approval with no objection on the record because usually10

that is always provided by the record.11

On the landscaping plan I will hope that the12

present fencing and the new fencing and so on are depicted and13

properly marked which ones and the areas that you are going to14

repair and the areas you are going to maintain and that will be15

clearly proffered on the drawing.16

The Commission was looking for an LSDBE memorandum17

that might require a lot of work for you but I think that on the18

time table that I would propose it's doable. It also warrants an19

MOU with the ANC or the proposal draft to one and then we will20

give the ANC a time table also to respond to whatever the21

applicant submits.22

We need to understand what those homeless shelters23

are on the site. I think that it would be difficult for the24

Commission to approve a PUD with that included because, in fact,25
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they are sanctioning a homeless shelter. There are several ways1

to remedy that. The applicant could use their best judgement to2

try to resolve that matter.3

It has also been requested to see if the Greenpeace4

report regarding the fly-ash could be determined. The applicant5

had expressed that they will contact Womada and try to resolve6

that problem. Maybe Owen McNill can help you with that. I will7

be glad to give you that telephone number.8

Also it has been suggested by the Commission and9

addressed by OCTO that they will try to find a temporary10

relocation for the gardens for the summer and that the Office of11

Planning will take that into account to try in the overall master12

plan to provide that agriculture and need on the long-range for13

that activity.14

That, Madam Chairman, really exhaust the list of15

what I have written.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I think you have covered17

everything. I just wanted to specifically say that Mr. Parsons18

had asked for updated renderings which are pages 35 and 36 in the19

Powerpoint presentation to depict the playground area for the day20

care center accurately.21

Then I don't think it would be out of order to get22

just a report on this additional meeting that will be held with23

the community and the various groups participating. I would24

definitely encourage you to enlist the help of the two ANC25
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representives we've had tonight. Also Ward 8 democrats do turn1

out the folks.2

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Just one item.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Mr. Hannaham.4

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I don't know whether this5

would qualify but I would really be very interested in getting6

some feedback on negotiations with Womada to have access from the7

Alabama Avenue Metro station whether it's a fence or gate or8

whatever. The fact that it is completely locked up right now9

seems so unreasonable.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Anybody have anything else?11

Ms. Giordano, did you have anything that Alberto12

missed?13

MS. GIORDANO: No.14

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Mr. Bastida, did you15

have a time schedule that you wanted to propose to the applicant?16

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Yes. I was going to try to17

maybe be able for the Commission to consider at the June meeting.18

MS. GIORDANO: Is the storm water management19

adequate now? There was a question about runoff from the parking20

lots and all. Do we need anything more on that?21

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I think the grading plan22

would show the piping to get to the pond. I think that's what's23

missing is how is the runoff taken off that parking lot and roof.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thanks. Back to you, Mr.25
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Bastida.1

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Yes, Madam Chairman. I don't2

think that it's possible to have these for the Commission in the3

month of May. I am aiming for the month of June's regularly4

scheduled meeting. I was going to suggest that the applicant5

provide all that information in three weeks which would be6

Thursday, May 9, and we'll serve it on all the parties. That7

means the two ANCs.8

The ANCs will have two weeks. We usually give a9

week for consideration to all the logistic problems. On10

Thursday, May 23rd, the ANC provide their answers to the11

submission. The findings of fact and conclusion of law will be12

provided by Thursday, May 30th, that it will allow the Commission13

to consider the budget at its June 10th meeting. Those14

submissions need to be submitted to this office on Thursday at15

3:00 in the afternoon.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Is that going to work for you,17

Ms. Giordano?18

MS. GIORDANO: Yes.19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.20

SECRETARY BASTIDA: It works?21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Yes.22

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Good. Thank you. That23

concludes my input.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Thank you. Any25
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questions about how we are going to be proceeding? Okay. Thank1

you all. I appreciate your patience. I'm very happy that we2

were able to conclude this tonight because it will facilitate --3

even though there will be a little bit of time lag here, I think4

it will facilitate moving this along.5

As Mr. Bastida said, we are shooting to get this on6

the agenda of our June monthly meeting for a decision. Mr.7

Bastida, do you have the date of our June meeting?8

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Yes, Madam Chairman. It's9

Monday June 10th at 1:30 p.m.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. So that would be our11

goal is to take this up on Monday, June 10th at 1:30. I now12

declare this public hearing closed.13

(Whereupon, at 11:10 p.m. the hearing was closed.)14
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